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Obtaining Information About Trading 
With Foreign Countries 


Many U. S. businessmen write direct 
to Foreign Service posts all over the 
world in the mistaken belief that they 
can obtain faster and more complete 
information than they can get from 
Government agencies in the United 
States. 

Results of a study of all such letters 
received by Foreign Service posts 
during a 6-week period show that 77 
percent of them could have been an- 
swered by the nearest Department of 
Commerce Field Office without refer- 
ence to the oversea post. In many cases 
the Foreign Service does not have ac- 
cess to all the information necessary to 
answer the letter fully and must send 
it to BFC for additional information. 

Of the letters surveyed, 61 percent 
inquired about information contained in 


trade lists and World Trade Directory 


reports; 21 percent about trade com. 
plaints, adjustments, or trademarks; 1) 
percent about research projects, indys. 
try studies, statistical information, vig. 
its of U. S. citizens to foreign countries, 
and other similar matters; 5 percent 
about employment abroad; and 1 per. 
cent- each about tariffs and duties ang 
trade fairs and exhibitions. 


Almost 40 percent of the letters were 
from the area served by the New York 
Field Office, about 10 percent from the 
Chicago area, nearly 7 percent from the 
Los Angeles area, and the others fairly 
evenly distributed through the rest of 
the country, The Washington, D, C¢, 
area, where, in most cases, an ordinary 
telephone call will supply either the 
data or the room in the Department of 
Commerce building where it can be ob- 
tained, was the origin of 34 letters. 





Foreign Businessmen 


The Secretary of Commerce in- 
vites foreign businessmen to call on 
the Department of Commerce in 
Washington, and on the Department’s 
Field Offices, for advice and guidance 
in broadening their contacts with the 
United States, The plans of these 
visitors are announced each week 
under “World Trade Leads” in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly. 

Many of these businessmen call at 
the Department’s Field Offices seek- 
ing connections with American sup- 
pliers of a large variety of raw 
materials and manufactured goods 
and with agents and distributors of 
imported merchandise. 

Additional information on this serv- 
ice may be obtained from any of the 
Commerce Field Offices. 
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GATT Contracting Parties Make Decisions 
On Stimulating World Trade 


The 37 contracting parties to the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT) have ended their 13th session at Geneva, Switzer- 
| Jand, with new decisions that international action is needed to stintulate 
world trade, according to the U. S. Department of State. 

The conference agreed on the need for common action in three key 
areas Of international trade—tariff reduction, study of the effects of 
agricultural protection, and the export problems of underdeveloped 


areas. 


During the 13th session it was agreed to hold two sessions a year 
and to deal with urgent matters arising between sessions through an 
intersessional committee. The conference agreed to discuss some form 
of association between Yugoslavia and the GATT contracting parties 
and to the provisional participation of Switzerland and Cambodia in the 


General Agreement. 

The session opened October 16 with 
a meeting of ministerial representatives, 
who reviewed the current international 
trade scene. Douglas Dillon, Under Sec- 
retary of State for Economic Affairs, and 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce Henry 
Kearns represented the United States 
inconnection with the ministerial discus- 
sions, W.T.M. Beale, Jr., Deputy As- 
sistant Secretary of State for Economic 
Affairs, was Chairman of the U. S. Dele- 
gation. Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce Marshall M. Smith and Al- 
bert E. Pappano, Chief of the Commer- 
cial Policy and Treaties Division of the 
Department of State, were Vice-Chair- 
men. Senator Prescott Bush of Con- 
necticut served as advisor. Stanley 
Ruttenberg, Washington, D. C.; Richard 
Wagner, Chicago, Ill.; and George Wil- 
son, Clarksburg, Calif., participated as 
nongovernmental members representa- 
tive of labor, industry, and agriculture. 
For the first time the delegation in- 
cluded a representative of consumer 
interests, Mrs. Enid Robinson of Hamp- 
ton, Iowa. 

The ministerial debate centered 
around the Haberler Report. This is a 
study of trends in international trade, 
prepared by four experts—Professors 
Gottfried Haberler of Harvard, James 
Meade of Cambridge, Jan Tinbergen of 
Rotterdam, and Roberto de Oliveiro 
Campos of Brazil—which was commis- 
sioned at the previous session. In re- 
sponse to the U. S. proposal for a new 
round of tariff negotiations, a program 
of future work on expansion of trade 
was drawn up. It also reflected minis- 
terial discussion of the Haberler Re- 
port, and its analysis of the variety of 
impertant world trade problems, 


Trade Expansion Programed 


The contracting parties agreed that 
intensified efforts should be made to 
expand international trade, the field of 
particular competence of the General 
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Agreement. They identified three areas 
where such efforts should be concen- 
trated. Two of these were the trade 
difficulties cited in the Haberler Re- 
port'—the effects of protectionism 
throughout the world on agricultural 


trade and the relatively low rate of 
growth in the export trade of the less 
developed countries. A third area was 
the tariff field. Three separate commit- 
tees were set up for these areas. 


In proposing another round of multi- 
lateral tariff negotiations the United 
States pointed out that negotiations be- 
ginning in mid-1960 would fit in with 
the need for the 6 member countries 
of the European Economic Community 
to adjust their existing tariff conces- 
sions befote taking their first step on 
January 1, 1962, toward a common ex- 
ternal tariff. 


Approach to EEC Approved 


Since the last session of the con- 
tracting parties, the Rome Treaty es- 
tablishing a European Economic Com- 
munity (European Common Market) 
among France, Italy, Federal Germany, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxem- 
bourg has entered into force. 


The 6 countries of the EEC will, after 
a transitional period of about 12 years, 
have a customs union, within which 
there will be no restrictions on the flow 
of trade and which will apply a com- 
mon external tariff to imports from 
outside the Community. 


The contracting parties approved, 
with some technical amendments, the 
approach regarding the European Eco- 
nomic Community which had been de- 
veloped at the meeting of the Inter- 





1“‘Trends in International Trade—A Re- 
ort by a Panel of Experts,’’ Sales —No. 
ATT/1958-3 may be obtainéd from the In- 
ternational Document Service, Columbia Uni- 
versity Press, 2960 Broadway, New York 
27, N. Y., for $2 a copy. 


sessional Committee in April-May of 
1958, with reference to the procedures 
for consultations among the Common 
Market countries and other contract- 
ing parties, and to the decision to post- 
pone any final determination as to the 
status of the Rome Treaty under the 
General Agreement. 

Generally, this approach recognizes 
that the details of a number of impor- 
tant features of the Treaty of Rome 
remain to be decided by the institutions 
of the Community and that it is not 
possible or profitable to examine at this 
time the terms of the Treaty in relation 
to the relevant provisions of the Gen- 
eral Agreement. The contracting par- 
ties therefore agreed, without prejudice 
to the legal questions which may arise, 
that multilateral consultation shall take 
place between the Community and 
those contracting parties that believe 
that their trade interest may be ad- 
versely affected as the result of specific 
measures decided on by the Community. 


Consultations were begun during the 
session on the problems of trade in cof- 
fee, tea, cocoa, tobacco, sugar, and ba- 
nanas which may arise out of the de- 
velopment of the EEC. 


Various delegations, including that of 
the United States, recalled certain 
areas of concern but werg willing gen- 
erally to await developments under the 
terms of the Treaty. Several delega- 
tions expressed appreciation for the 
statements made on behalf of the Euro- 
pean Economic Community during the 
Ministerial discussion. 


- The contracting parties noted that 
negotiations for a European Free Trade 
Area were continuing and expressed the 
view that, at such time as the agree- 
ment might be signed, it should be made 
available to the contracting parties for 
their review and comment. 


Import Restrictions Discussed 


The contracting parties agreed on 
procedures for the first series of annual 
consultations which the revised provi- 
sions of the Agreement require be held 
with countries maintaining import re- 
strictions to conserve foreign exchange. 
Consultations will be held next year 
with 16 of these countries. As in the 
past, the United States will seek 
through these consultations to encour- 
age the consulting countries to relax 
their remaining restrictions as rapidly 
as possible. 

During the session, the contracting 
parties held consultations on import 
restrictions with Australia, Ceylon, 
Ghana, and the Federation of Malaya, 














and the Federation of Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland. Under the authority of a 
special provision of the Agreement, 
each of these countries maintains cer- 
tain import restrictions that discrimi- 
nate against imports from the dollar 
area. Ceylon, however, announced 
shortly after its consultation that it 
was abolishing its few remaining dis- 
criminatory restrictions. Ghana and Ma- 
laya, which came into the Agreement 
last year, consulted for the first time. 
The contracting parties formally con- 
cluded a _ consultation with New 
Zealand, which reported substantial 
progress in reducing its discrimination 
against dollar area goods. The contract- 
ing parties also began consultations 
with the United Kingdom. These will 
be resumed in the spring of 1959, along 
with the other consultations scheduled 
for next year. 


The contracting parties continued 
their discussion with the Federal Re- 
public of Germany on dismantling its 
remaining import restrictions, originally 
applied for balance-of-payment reasons. 
These discussions began in 1957, when 
the International Monetary Fund re- 
ported that Germany no longer needed 
to use import restrictions to protect its 
foreign exchange reserves. During the 
current discussions, the Germans also 
announced that restrictions on a variety 
of agricultural products, including rai- 
sins, fruit juices, and seed items of in- 
terest to American agriculture. German 
restrictions on a number of industrial 
products will be removed on January 
1, 1959. Most of the remaining restric- 
tions on industrial imports are sched- 
uled to be removed by January 1, 1960. 

The United States, joined by other 
countries, expressed continued concern 
that, despite Germany’s economic prog- 
ress, a variety of important agricultural 
products and some industrial items are 


still subject to import controls. The. 


United States expressed particular con- 
cern with the discriminatory character 
of remaining restrictions. 

The contracting parties decided that 
interested countries should jointly con- 
sult with Germany regarding restric- 
tions that will be maintained by Ger- 
many after December 31, 1958. This 
- consultative group, which’ will include 
U. S. representatives, will meet in Ge- 
neva early next year. The contracting 
parties expect to consider the report of 
the consultative group at their next 
session, scheduled for April 1959. 

The United States consulted bilater- 
ally with certain countries maintaining 
import restrictions (Japan, Denmark, 
Norway, Ceylon, Australia, Brazil, the 
Netherlands, the Dominican Republic, 
and the Federation of Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland), with a view to easing spe- 
cific problems which have arisen in 
U. S. trade with these countries. Among 
the commodities discussed in these in- 
formal conversations were fresh fruit, 
canned fruit, tobacco, automobiles, 


4 


whisky, television sets, and writing 
equipment. A full and frank exchange 
of views was achieved in all cases, and 
some relaxations of existing restrictions 
on specific goods were obtained. 


Tariff Negotiations Committee Set Up 


At Cuba’s request the contracting 
parties established a Tariff Negotiations 
Committee to steer the various renego- 
tiations on which Cuba expects soon to 
embark in connection with its current 
tariff revision. The negotiations them- 
selves will not begin until a later date, 
and the United States will not, for its 
part, join in such negotiations until 
after the usual oportunity has been 
given to interested parties to submit 
their views. The Committee established 
at the session concerned itself in its 
initial meetings only with preliminary 
arrangements about the form and extent 
of statistical and tariff information 
which negotiating countries would want 
to receive from Cuba. 


The session also approved the text of 
a protocol to embody the results of the 
tariff renegotiations conducted with 
Brazil. This protocol will be open for 
signature later in the year. 


At the session, a number of other 
tariff adjustment renegotiations were 
conducted. These included approval of 
some minor requests for authority to 
renegotiate, in special circumstances. 
Some technical modifications incident 
to conversion of duties from a specific 
to an ad valorem basis were authorized. 


Organizational Arrangements Made 


To improve the administration of the 
General Agreement, two short sessions 
of the contracting parties each year, 
extending for 3 weeks, will take the 
place of annual sessions lasting 6 to 8 
weeks. This arrangement will expedite 
the transaction of regular GATT busi- 
ness, and permit more timely and ef- 
fective consideration of new and urgent 
problems. 


According to a new procedure adopt- 
ed, Mr. L. K. Jha of India, who had 
been elected Chairman of the contract- 
ing parties at the 12th session, served 
throughout the 13th session. The new 
Chairman, who assumed office at the 
close of the session, is Mr. Fernando 
Garcia Oldini, head of the Chilean dele- 
gation and his country’s Ambassador 
to Switzerland. 


Additional Countries Participate 


Switzerland is currently engaged in 
tariff negotiations with a substantial 
number of contracting parties as a step 
toward provisional participation in the 
General Agreement. At the 13th ses- 
sion, the contracting parties adopted a 
declaration and a_ resolution which, 
when accepted, will bring into effect 
the results of these negotiations and 
will establish the rules of the General 
Agreement as governing commercial re- 


a, 


lations between contracting parties ang 
Switzerland. 

Yugoslavia has expressed the wish to 
establish closer relations with the eon. 
tracting parties and to contribute 
through this association to the estab. 
lishment of mutually advantageous 
commercial relations with the Goverp. 
ments which are parties to the GATT. 
The contracting parties established a 
working party to report to the 14th 
session on the terms on which the Goy. 
ernment of Yugoslavia might be brought 
into association with the contracting 
parties. The Working Party is also to 
report on the advisability of further 
study on the possible development of 
such association into full participation 
in the General Agreement. 

The Cambodian Government informed 
the contracting parties that Cambodia 
had decided in principle to accede to 
the General Agreement. Pending forma] 
accession, Cambodia will apply de facto, 
on a reciprocal basis, the provisions of 
the General Agreement in the conduct 
of its trade with the contracting par. 
ties. The question of U. S. participation 
in tariff negotiations with Cambodia 
was reserved for later decision. 

Japan has been a contracting party 
since 1955, but a number of GATT 
countries have availed themselves, with 
respect to Japan, of a provision which 
permits nonapplication of the General 
Agreement. As they have at previous 
sessions, the United States and several 
other countries supported Japan’s re- 
quest for full application of the General 
Agreement by all GATT countries. In- 
dia announced that it is now applying 
the General Agreement fully toward 
Japan. 


Transport Insurance Decision Deferred 


The United States strongly support- 
ed a proposed recommendation that 
countries avoid measures which limit 
the freedom of traders to place trans- 
port insurance in the markets and on 
the terms they wish and eliminate ex- 
isting insurance restrictions as rapidly 
as possible. France, the Federal Re- 
public of Germany, the United King- 
dom, Austria, Sweden, Norway, and 
Denmark supported the U. S. proposal 
It was opposed by Cuba, Ceylon, Paki- 
stan, and Chile, which felt that under- 
developed countries should be free to 
protect their own insurance industries, 
or to regulate insurance for balance-of- 
payments reasons. Having failed to 
achieve substantial agreement, the con- 
tracting parties decided to take this 
matter up again at their next meeting. 


Restrictive Practices To Be Studied 


The contracting parties decided to ap- 
point a group of governmental experts 
to study and make recommendations to 
the contracting parties concerning Te 
strictive business practices in interna 
tional trade. The group will submit @ 

(Continued on page 29) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





British Balance of Payments Shows 
First Trade Surplus This Century: 


The half yearly balance-of-payments figures, published in October, 
show that Britain earned £137 million on merchandise trade in the first 


g months of 1958. 


This was the first period since at least 1899 during which the value 
of the United Kingdom’s merchandise exports exceeded that of its mer- 
chandise imports (both valued f.o.b.). 

A smaller surplus can be expected for the full year. The trade 
deficit rose again in September. The value of imports increased while 
that of exports dropped by an even larger amount, compared with the 


August trade returns. 


Gold and dollar reserves rose further: in September, bringing the 
total to $3,120 million. This completes a year’s steady growth since the 


crisis of September 1957. 


The August industrial-production index showed the level of activity 
about 3 percent down compared with 1957. 

Increases in spending on public investment were announced by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. He stated that public investment in 1959-60 
is likely to be appreciably higher than this year or last. Private invest- 
ment, however, showed little sign of recovery. 


Prospects Less Favorable 


The balance-of-payments results for 
the first half of 1958 were unprece- 
dented. The payments surplus on cur- 
rent account of £334 million for only 
6 months was greater than that for any 
72-month period since the start of 
World War II; and the surplus of £488 
million in the year to June 1958 was 
the highest since balance-of-payments 
estimates were first Officially prepared. 

The improvement in merchandise 
trade was due almost entirely to a re- 
duction of £191 million in the cost of 
imports, Net earnings from non-mer- 
chandise transactions, the “invisibles,” 
also improved significantly, particularly 
the overseas earnings from shipping and 
oil sales, 

The good record of U. K. exports to 
the sterling and dollar areas contrib- 
ted to the surplus, but the balance-of- 
payments picture contains figures that 
augur less well for the future. Although 
there was almost no net change in the 
total sterling balances, there was a sig- 
Nificant change in their distribution. 
Holdings of the rest of the sterling area 
fell, against the customary seasonal 
trend, by £76 million; holdings of the 
nonsterling world rose by £77 million. 
This reflects the lower incomes of the 
Primary-producing countries, showing 
that many members of the sterling area 
drew on their balances rather than cut 
imports—a policy that cannot be pur- 
sued indefinitely. The Chancellor of the 

uer warned that the favorable 
ttade balance owes much to the fall in 
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import prices and the stability in the 
volume of United .-Kingdom imports. He 
noted that these conditions cannot be 
expected to last; that exports were al- 
ready falling, and a sustained and vigor- 
ous export effort would be required to 
maintain the surplus, 


Trade Gap Widens 


Britain’s exports in September were 
£240.4 million, compared with £257.8 
million in August and £246.3 million in 
September last year. Exports in the 
first 9 months of 1958 were 4 percent 
less by value than in the corresponding 
months of 1957, Compared with the 
previous year the drop in September 
was only 2.5 percent. 


Reexports were also down, compared 
with August, although still above last 
year’s figure: they amounted to £10.9 
million in September compared with 
£13.1 million in August, and £9.8 million 
a year before. The increase in the first 
9 months over last year was 13 percent. 


Imports rose to £311.2 million in Sep- 
tember after the exceptionally low fig- 
ure of £304.3 million in August. Im- 
ports in September 1957 amounted to 
£308.4 million. For the first time this 
year, the value of imports was slightly 
higher than in the corresponding-month 
last year, but imports in the first 9 
months were 10 percent less than in 
1957. 

As a result of the changes in exports 
and imports,-the trade gap widened to 
£59.9 million, compared with only £33.4 
million in August. In September 1957, 
the gap was £52.33 million, The Septem- 


ber deficit is the highest this year, 
except for June when the pattern of 
trade was distorted by the dock strike. 
The gap has been steadily widening 
throughout the year, It averaged £23.9 
million in the first quarter, £33.5 mil- 
lion in the second quarter, and £42.4 
million in the third quarter, 


The Board of Trade’s analysis of the 
full trade returns for September shows 
that imports of industrial materials 
have fallen much more this year than 
has the level of output in manufactur- 
ing industry. In the first 9 months of 
the year, these imports were 10 percent 
lower by volume than in the like 
months of 1957, while the production 
level in January-August averaged only 
2 percent less. This disparity indicates 
that some imports, such as coal, are 
marginal; that demand has fallen sharp- 
ly in industries, such as textiles, that 
are particularly dependent on imports; 
and also that industry has been running 
down inventories. 


Sterling Outlook Encouraging 


The sterling area’s gold and dollar 
reserves rose by a further $31 million 
in September, At the end of the month 
they stood at $3,120 million, compared 
with $3,089 million at the end of August 
and $1,850 million at the end of Sep- 
tember 1957. There has now been a 
year’s uninterrupted growth in the re- 
serves since the critical fall of $104 
million during a single month in Sep- 
tember 1957. Reserves grew by $1,270 
million in the first 9 months of 1958, 
compared with a fall of $478 million in 
the corresponding period of 1957. 

The September deficit with the Euro- 
pean Payments Union was about $36 
million, compared with $22 million in 
August. This caused some slight dis- 
appointment because July and August 
are seasonally the worst months for 
Britain in its EPU transactions. 

Improvement in the reserves report- 
edly was due to three factors: Dollar 
exports both from the United Kingdom 
and from the other sterling area coun- 
tries have been well maintained in spite 
of the U. S. recession; weakness of the 
dollar together with the interest diffier- 
ential advantage in favor of London 
has led to some switching of dollars 
into sterling; and several sterling coun- 
tries have raised dollar loans on the 
New York market. It was pointed out 
that the recent downturn in the U. S. 
balance of payments benefited the 
United Kingdom for several reasons 
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Thailand's Economy Prosperous 
Despite Commodity Setbacks 


Thailand’s economy, even in a year of adverse developments af- 
fecting its major export commodities—trice, rubber, and tin—is suffer- 
ing only slightly, probably only temporarily. Rice production continues 
to meet domestic food requirements and to earn foreign exchange 


through exports. 


Substantial gold and foreign exchange reserves have been main- 
tained, and although imports continue without significant restrictions, 
the exchange rate has remained stable. 

Weak points in the economy in 1958 have been a large balance-of- 
payments deficit, depressed domestic trade, the slow pace of industrial 
development, and a substantial rise in the cost of living. 


Rice Production High, 
Mineral Output Varied 

Rice production for the 1958-59 crop 
year is estimated at 7.3 million metric 
tons (paddy basis), more than 25 per- 
cent over the 5.7 million tons of the 
1957-58 crop year. 

Tin production in the first half of the 
year was further curtailed in response 
to the imposition of severely reduced 
export quotas under the International 
Tin Agreement, Production for the first 
6 months of 1958 amounted to 5,500 
metric tons, only a little more than 
half of the preceding half-year’s output. 
Production, however, exceeded exports 
by over 1,300 tons as mines hesitated 
to cut back output. Nevertheless, many 
of the smaller mines shut down and 
companies operating several mines 
closed the less economical units since 
income from production under the quota 
system was insufficient to cover pro- 
duction costs. The price of tin, however, 
as a result of the quota restrictions, 
remained stable. 


Tungsten production reflected the low 
price of the metal whieh in mid-1958 
dropped to 600 baht (20 baht=about 
US$1) per picul of 20 kilograms, rough- 
ly half the level of a year earlier. Some 
318 metric tons were produced in the 
first 6 months of 1958, compared with 
433 metric tons in the first half of 1957. 
Some small mines suspended operations. 

Lignite production rose to 64,000 tons 
in the first half of 1958, from 40,000 
metric tons in the corresponding 1957 
period. 

Iron-ore production at 13,250 metric 
tons was almost three times as high 
as that in the corresponding 1957 pe- 
riod, and pig-iron production at 3,100 
metric tons was almost double. Steel 
production of 2,125 tons showed a 16- 
percent increase. 

Cement production rose from 180,000 
metric tons in the first half of 1957 to 
240,000 tons in the first 6 months of 
1958. The new Irrigation Cement Co., 
was producing at full capacity of 90,000 
tons a year. An additional plant at 


6 





Krabi to cover local requirements is to 
be completed in the next 3 or 4 years. 


Reduced Exports Cause 
Balance-of-Payments Deficit 


The Bank of Thailand’s estimates 
show a deficit of 450 million baht in 
the merchandise trade account for the 
first 6 months of 1958, whereas the ac- 
count was in approximate balance in 
the first half of 1957. The deterioration 
reflects mainly reduced revenue from 
exports of the three leading commodi- 
ties. 

Rice exports in the second half of the 
year were expected to be lower than 
the approximate 700,000 tons in the 
first half. Total shipments for the year 
may not exceed 1.1 million tons, be- 
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cause of export restrictions to assure 
adequate domestic supplies. Such a de. 
crease probably will result in a larger 
balance-of-payments deficit for the 
second half of the year than in the firs; 
half. 


Rubber export earnings declined jp 
the first half of the year, reflecting 
continued reduced prices in world mar. 
kets. Although prices firmed at the eng 
of the period, the midyear level wag 
still 10 percent less than that at the 
end of 1957. The volume of rubber ex. 
ports was 73,000 metric tons, 10 per. 
cent above that in the corresponding 
period of the preceding year. 

The decline in tin export receipts wag 
even steeper as a result of severely re 
duced export quotas under the Interna. 
tional Tin Agreement. The volume 
dropped to 4,215 metric tons, a little 


more than half of exports during the 


first half of 1957. Exports in the gee. 
ond half of this year were expected to 
be better, as Thailand obtained an ip. 
crease of about 14 percent of its quota 
under the agreement. 


Teak exports in January-June 1958 
are estimated at 34,000 cubic meters 
15 percent less than in the correspond- 
ing 1957 period. Revenue from teak ex- 
ports, was down about 25 percent, ag 
the price of teak also declined, 

The directional pattern of exports 
showed certain changes in the first half 
of the year. The United States, which 
in the past few years had taken more 
than 90 percent of Thailand's rubber 
production, bought only two-thirds of 
the total. Rubber shipments to sterling 
area destinations increased from 10 per- 
cent of the total in 1957 to almost 30 
percent in the first half of 1958. 


Gold and Dollar 
Reserves Maintained 

Imports failed to decrease in propor- 
tion to the drop in exports. In facet, 
the expected rise in import duties acted 
as a stimulant to increased imports in 
the early months of the year, 


Although the continued high level of 
imports resulted in a drain on the coun 
try’s gold and foreign exchange re 
serves, by midyear reserve’ were Still 
in excess of 300 million baht, equivalent 
to about three-fourths of 1957 mer- 
chandise imports. The baht-dollar ex- 
change rate during 1958 remained ‘Te 
markably stable, and loans and VU. $. 
economic aid reduced the deficit to 228 
million baht for the first 6 months. 

Trade with communist China, re 
mained rejatively small, about 5. percent 
of total Thai imports during the first 
5 months of 1958. The trend, however, 
is upward. 
China consisted chiefly of textiles, news- 
print and other paper products, food, 
and iron and steel manufactures. In 
low-grade textiles, communist China 
threatens the strong position of Japan, 
so far the chief supplier—U. S. Em 
bassy, Bangkok, 
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L.A. Importers Rises 


Draft indebtedness of Latin Ameri- 
can importers to U. S. exporters rose in 
october by $3.7 million, the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York has re- 

ed. Collections outstanding on Latin 
america had risen to $152.5 million at 
at the end of October, the Bank stated. 


Brazil recorded the largest increase, 
| its obligations rising by $2 million to 
$229 million. Argentina's indebtedness 
also increased, its obligations up by $1.2 
million to $6.8 million; those of Colom- 
bia and Peru likewise increased notice- 
aly. Small increases—less than $0.6 
milion’ each—were recorded for 14 
cuntries. Of the 6 countries register- 
ing declines, Venezuela showed the larg- 
et drop; its obligations fell by $3.7 
million to $33.6 million, the lowest since 
June 1957. 


The dollar amount of drafts paid by 

latin American importers amounted to 
$21 million, $1.1 million less ‘than in 
September. Thirteen countries showed 
declines in remittances, with Brazil re- 
cording the major drop; its payments 
declined by $1.2 million to $4.8 million. 
Eleven countries registered increases, 
all of them small. 


New Drafts Drawn by U. S. 
Eorters Increased 


The dollar value of new drafts drawn 
by U. S. exporters on Latin American 
importers increased, rising by $8.2 mil- 
jon Over September to $45.8 million, 
wih new drawings on Brazil and Peru 
showing the largest rises. Drawings on 
Brazil were up $1.4 million to $6.9 mil- 
lion, while those on Peru rose by an 
qual amount to $4 million; the final 
figures for both countries showed the 
largest monthly dollar volume of new 
drafts on them this year. Venezuela re- 
corded the sharpest decline in new 
drafts, which at $6.4 million were $1.4 
million below the September level, the 
third consecutive monthly decrease. 

Total outstanding amount of con- 
frmed letters of credit issued by re- 
perting banks in favor of U. S. export- 
ts declined by $8.7 million to a total 
$210.8 million—$27.4 million less 
than the total in October 1957. Six- 
een countries registered declines, with 
outstanding on Cuba and Mexico record- 
ing the largest decreases. Outstandings 
m® Cuba declined by $2.8 to $14.5 mil- 
lon, and those on Mexico fell by $2 to 


7 million, Six countries reported small 
increases. 








U.S. cattle hide exports were down 17 

Rtcent, kipskins down 41 percent, and 
ailiskins up 32 percent from a year 
0, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports, 


Jecember 8, 1958 
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Draft Indebtedness of New Monetary Stabilization Plan 


Presented to Brazilian Congress 


A new Monetary Stabilization Plan was presented to the Brazilian 
Congress during October by the Minister of Finance. 
Brazil reentered the International Sugar Agreement and signed 


two trade treaties. 


Coffee exports rose to more than 11% million bags for the month. 
The rubber import monopoly was modified to allow major manu- 
facturers to import their crude rubber requirements for their own ac- 


count. 


The crop index was expected to show an increase for 1958, despite 
setbacks in some agricultural products. 


Interest has been revived in seeking foreign markets. 


Plan Intended 
To Reduce Inflation 


The Government’s Monetary Stabili- 
zation Plan, which was released in 
October, intended in brief to reduce 
inflation during 1959 and to insure rea- 
sonable stability, internal and external, 
by 1960. The plan proposes a reduction 
in the rate of increase of the money 
supply to 4 percent during the last half 
of 1958 and 10 percent during 1959. 

Main instruments for holding the in- 
crease in money supply to those levels 
would consist of credit ceilings for com- 
mercial banks and the Bank of Brazil’s 
individual departments, a realistic Fed- 
eral budget held to a 10-billion-cruzeiro 
deficit, and the smallest possible in- 
crease in the minimum wage. The plan 
also allows for increases in Govern- 
ment salaries by 30 percent, effective 
July 1, 1959, conditional upon increases 
in various taxes to provide necessary 
revenue. 

The plan received generally favorable 
press comment, but by the end of Octo- 
ber various political and economic 
groups began to raise questions regar,- 
ing its various parts. In order to becor®e 
effective in 1959, certain phases such as 
taxation and the budget must have 
been adopted by Congress by December 
1, 1958. 

The closure of banks in Sao Paulo 
and Pernambuco, which resulted in runs 
on other banks, caused considerable 
concern in financial circles. Official 
banking intervention resulted in several 
liquidations, but a large issue of new 
currency was required to bolster the 
banking system. 

The cruzeiro in the free market 
strengthened as compared with the pre- 
ceding month with an average of 140 
cruzeiros to US$1. 


Sugar Agreement Reentered; 
Coffee Exports Satisfactory 


Brazil reentered the International Su- 
gar Agreement with an allotted quota 
of 550,000 tons. Although this was less 
than the 700,000 tons requested, it was 
believed that Brazil had gained by the 
reentry. 





October coffee exports were very sat- 
isfactory, with a total of 1,538,000 bags 
as compared with 1,490,000 bags during 
October 1957. 

The wheat crop was expected to be 
as short as last year’s 600,000 metric 
tons, or perhaps as low as 450,000. Not- 
withstanding other important crop set- 
backs in cotton and rice, the overall 
crop index of agricultural production 
will probably show an increase in 1958. 

The status of the drought stricken 
population in interior areas has turned 
from bitter to desperate and has re- 
sulted in some civil disorders. New gov- 
ernment emergency relief may be re- 
quired. 


Trade Treaties Concluded 
With Argentina, Japan 

A trade treaty was concluded in Oc- 
tober. between Brazil and Argentina 
which is expected to stimulate fruit 
imports. 

Brazil and Japan also concluded a 
trade and payments treaty which ar- 
ranges for payments in sterling, or if 
mutually agreeable, in convertible or 
transferable currencies. 


Rubber Imports Allowed; 
Foreign Markets Sought 


The rubber monopoly, long held by 
the Bank of Amazonas, ended when the 
President signed a decree which will 
allow private users of crude rubber to 
arrange their own importations. The 
Bank of Amazonas’ plan has been under 
fire for a long time, rubber users main- 
taining that the procedures were un- 
satisfactory and resulted in critical 
crude rubber shortages. Such a short- 
age has been periodically reported for 
many months; and tire manufacturers 
especially have been reduced to part- 
time production, resulting in shortages 
to consumers. 

The textile industry has apparently 
recovered from the crisis a year ago, 
and industry reports indicate that pro- 
duction is already a few months behind 
orders on hand. 

As a result of the Government’s con- 
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New Administration Raises Hopes 
For Chile's Lagging Economy 


Optimism over the prospects of Chile’s new politically independent 
Administration, headed by a successful industrialist who stressed the 
importance of efficiency and economy in Government operations, con- 
tinued in October despite the fiscal situation and many economic prob- 


lems. 


Several important changes were made in key Cabinet posts by 
the President-elect prior to his inauguration on November 4. 

Production of copper and nitrate were at high levels, and copper 
prices continued to improve. Foreign exchange reserves, however, were 
down. Plans for the construction of a copper smelter near Valparaiso 


were approved. 


A new oil strike was made in the south of Chile and exploratory 


work was started in the north. 


Trade delegations from Japan and Sweden visited the country. A 


trade agreement with Portugal was 
with Mexico. 


Administration Faces Problems 

The problems which the new Admin- 
istration would face were evident in 
economic indicators for the month. The 
money supply and consumer prices con- 
tinued their upward trend, suggesting 
a possible inflation rate of 25 percent 
or over in 1958. 

The Central Bank’s operations during 
the month indicated that consultations 
between the International Monetary 
Fund and the new Administration 
might be necessary with respect to con- 
tinuing stabilization assistance from the 
Fund and other sources. 

The new President, prior to his inau- 
guration, combined the key Cabinet 
posts of Finance, Economy, and Mines, 
added a Subsecretariat of Transporta- 
tion, and appointed a businessman with 
domestic and foreign experience in both 
Government and industry to head these 
agencies. 

Chilean foreign exchange reserves 
dipped again in October to a low level. 

A break in the banking exchange 
market came after 344 months without 
change. The Central Bank increased its 
selling rate from 808 to 818 and thus 
pushed the commercial banking rate up 
to 818 buying and 820 selling. The rate 
on the brokers’ market at the end of 
October appreciated slightly to 992 buy- 
ing, -and 999 selling, as compared with 
1025 buying and 1030 selling at the 
start of the month, 


Copper, Nitrate Output High 

Copper production by the “great min- 
ing” industry was at a high level, to- 
taling 39,000 metric tons. 

International prices improved consid- 
erably. The U. S. producers’ price was 
raised twice, from US$0.26% to 
US$0.27%2 on October 13, and to 
US$0.29 on October 23; the London 
Metals Exchange price rose from 
around US$0.26% at the beginning of 


ratified, and trade talks were held 





the month to about US$0.31 at the end. 
Most trade sources agreed that the pro- 
longed strikes among Rhodesian and 
Canadian copper producers accounted 
for a good deal of the price rise, but 
increased copper consumption in the 
United States along with apparent over- 
all economic improvements may help to 
sustain the new price level. 

An estimated 70 to 75 percent of 
Chile’s 1958 copper production, how- 
ever, had been sold prior to the price 
improvements, Latest Chilean Govern- 
ment estimates are that the average 
sales price obtained on sales through 
September 31 was about US$0.23, as 
compared with the figure of US$0.26 
used for the 1958 budget estimates. 

The Contraloria General approved 
the terms of the contract awarded by 
the Government’s National Smelters 
Enterprise (ENAF) to the German firm, 
Demag, for the construction of a copper 
smelter near Valparaiso, This smelter, 
with an initial production capacity of 
approximately 20,000 metric tons of 
blister copper a year; is expected to 
stimulate small and medium copper 
production in central Chile in much the 


i, | 


way that the Government's Paj 
smelter has done in northern Chile. 

Nitrate production for the month was 
also at a high level, totaling approxi. 
mately 121,000 metric tons. This igs the 
highest monthly figure in at least 4 
year, and was due to substantial jp. 
creases in production by both major 
producers, Anglo-Lautaro and (Cig 
Salitrera de Tarapaca y Antofagasta 
(COSATAN). 


New Oil Strike Made 


The Government oil corporation, Em. 
presa Nacional de Petroleo (ENAP) 
reported that it had hit oil for the first 
time on the mainland of Chile. The new 
well is in a gas field on the northern 
side of the Straits of Magellan, and the 
company believes that the same jj. 
bearing structure in Tierra del Fuego 
extends to the mainland. This, however, 
will have to be determined by addj- 
tional drilling, so that the real signif. 
cance of the new ‘well remains to be 
seen. About the same time, ENAP re. 
ported that it was starting seismologi- 
cal exploration work in the north of 
Chile, near Iquique. 


Trade Talks Held 


Chile received trade delegations from 
Japan and Sweden during the month 
The Japanese concluded that the 
Chilean fishing and mining industries 
offered opportunities for investments of 
several million dollars. The Swedes are 
reported interested in bartering manv- 
factured goods, automobiles, and in- 
dustrial machinery for Chilean. copper, 
nitrate, and certain agricultural prod- 
ucts. No firm agreement was reached, 
although Chilean and Swedish repre- 
sentatives agreed to promote trade be- 
tween the two countries, 

Chile ratified a formal trade agree- 
ment with Portugal and agreed: infor- 
mally to a trading arrangement with 
Mexico. Despite the existence of a trade 
and payments agreement with Argen- 
tina and renewed efforts to make the 
terms effective, trade continued slow. 
Part of the difficulty is traceable to 
Argentina’s new exchange policy which 
has made imports into Argentina more 
costly.—U. S, Embassy, Santiago, 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





‘Wew L. A. Food Code 
Chapters Available 


English translations of two additional 
chapters of the proposed Latin Ameri- 
can Food Code, on fermented beverages, 
and correctives and additives, have been 


received by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, and are made available 
upon request. 


Twelve of the nineteen chapters of 
the proposed code are now available in 
English translations as follows: 

Chapter I, General Provisions; II, 
General Requirements for the Sale and 
Manufacture of Food Products; III, 
Storage, Conservation, and Treatment 


of Foodstuffs; IV, Utensils, Receptacles, 
Containers, Wrappers, Apparatus, and 
Accessories; Chapter V, Labeling; VI, 
Meats and Meat Products; VII, Cooking 
Fats; VIII, Dairy Products; IX, Ceregls, 
Flours, and Similar Foods; XII, Non- 
alcoholic Beverages and Refreshing 
Foodstuffs; XIIL, Fermented Beverages; 
Vi, Correctives and Additives. 


The Bureau is receiving comments 
on the chapters from U. S. firms inter- 
ested in export of foodstuffs to Latin 
America and will transmit them to the 
chairman of the Commission in Buenos 
Aires which is writing the code and 
has requested comments. 


Comments, as well as requests for 
copies of the translated chapters, which 
are furnished free of charge, should be 
addressed to the American Republics 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

Companies are asked not to request 
chapters in which they have no interest 
that the limited supply available may 
be distributed to the best advantage. 





Chile Ratities Commercial 
Modus Vivendi With Mexico 


Chile has ratified its commercial 
modus vivendi with Mexico originally 
mtered into in June 1954. 


Terms of the agreement extend to 
the contracting parties mutual most- 
favored-nation-treatment in matters re- 
lating to custom duties. 


The agreement became applicable on 
duly 1, 1954, for a period of 1 year and 
has been extended every year since that 
lime (Foreign Commerce Weekly, Oct. 
18, 1954, p. 11). 

Ratification of the agreement was an- 
Mounced by decree 509 of September 11, 
1%58, published in the Official Gazette 
ot October 29.—U. S. Embassy, Santi- 
go, 


December 8, 1958 


Philippine Regulations Governing 
Blocked Pesos Put Into Effect 


The Philippine Central Bank has issued instructions to commercial 
banks implementing its new regulations governing blocked peso funds 
held in the Philippines by nonresident individuals and companies (For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, Nov. 3, 1958, p. 7). 

The new order advances from November 15 to Friday, December 
12, the deadline for depositing nonresidents’ accumulated blocked pesos 
in special blocked fiduciary accounts. From and after Monday, Decem- 
ber 15, the next working day for commercial banks, such special 


accounts can be opened only with prior approval of the Exchange 
Control Department of the Central Bank. 


Funds accumulated before Decem- 
ber 15 and not deposited in special 
blocked fiduciary accounts before that 
date will lose all remittance rights, pre- 
sumably for the duration of Philippine 
foreign exchange controls. 

Under the regulations all nonresident 
accounts will automatically become spe- 
cial blocked fiduciary accounts. This 
rule applies to accounts held in the 
name of nonresidents directly or by at- 
torneys-in-fact on behalf of nonresi- 
dents. An account representing funds 
owned by a nonresident but held in the 
name of a resident will not, however, 
become a special blocked account. 

The Central Bank’s implementing in- 
struction, paragraph 5, identifies funds 
that may be deposited in special ac- 
counts without approval of the Central 
Bank’s Exchange Control Department. 
All other funds, including proceeds 
from sales of assets, can also be depos- 
ited, but only after prior approval of 
the Exchange Control Department. In 
practice, sales of assets in the Philip- 
pines by nonresidents have, under ex- 
change controls, required approval of 
that Department. In the future when 
such approval is granted it will also 
include approval for deposits of the 
proceeds in the new accounts. 

Amounts withdrawn from the special 
accounts without approval of the Ex- 
change Control Department lose all 
remittance rights and the privileges 
of blocked funds. 

In as much as the new blocked ac- 
counts will require that a 100-percent 
reserve be held by depository banks, no 
interest will be paid on such accounts, 
whereas formerly blocked accounts 
earned interest. 

The full text of the Central Bank 
order, identified as Notification to 
Authorized Agents No. 58, follows: 

1. This notification supersedes Notification 
to Authorized Agents No. 19 dated February 
6, , entitl “Peso Bank Accounts of 
Nonresidents Other Than Banks” insofar as 


eso bank accounts of nonresidents other 
han banks are concerned. 


2. Peso bank accounts existing as of Octo- 
ber 22, 1958, belonging to any person, firm, 
partnership, association, branch office, agency, 
company, or other unincorporated body or 





entity not residing or located in the Philip- 
pines, irrespective of whether such accounts 
are operated by persons in the Philippines 
or by the nenresident owner, shall be treated 
as special blocked fiduciary accounts of te 
nonresident owners, and debits and credits 
thereto shall be as provided in this notitica- 
tion. All licenses heretofore granted by the 
Exchange Control Department to operate 
peso bank accounts of nonresidents as resi- 
dent accounts are hereby cancelled, except li- 
censes authorizing the operation as resident 
accounts of peso bank accounts of nonresi- 
dents which are funded exclusively by. inward 
dollar remittance and solely for local dis- 
bursements of the owner of the account. 


3. From and after the date of this notifica- 
tion and up to December 12, 1958, Agent 
Banks may a new special blocked u- 
ciary accounts of nonresident persons, firms, 
partnerships, associations, branch offices, 
agencies, companies, or other unincorporated 
bodies or entities not residing or located in 
the Philippines, either singly or in groups, 
upon application of the resident individuals 
and/or companies holding the funds for ac- 
count of the said nonresidents. The applica- 
tion to open the account must be filed on 
E. C. Form 108, Revised, and must include 
information as to the source of the funds to 
be deposited to the account. If the special 
blocked fiduciary account is to be opened for 
two or more nonresident individuals, firms, 
partnerships, associations, branch offices, 
agencies, companies or other unincorporated 
bodies or entities, the application shall, in 
addition, be supported by a list of such non- 
residents in whose behalf the account is to 
be opened and maintained. Until the sources 
of the amounts deposited to these accounts 
shall have been verified by the Exchange 
Control Department, no debits thereto shall 
be allowed, except as provided in paragraph 
numbered 6 of this notification. 

4. From and after December 15, 1958, no 
special blocked fiduciary account of a non- 
resident person, firm, partnership, associa- 
tion, branch office, agency, company, -or other 
unincorporated body or entity not residin 
or located in the Philippines may be opene 
with a commercial bank without the prior 
approval of the Exchange Control Depart- 
ment. The applications to open such an ac- 
count must also be filed on E. C. Form No. 
108 (Revised), and must include information 
as to the sources of the funds to maintain 
the account and the amount to be initially 
deposited. If the account is to be opened in 
behalf of two or more nonresidents, it shall 
furthermore be accompanied by a list of said 
nonresidents together with a statement of 
the amounts to be initially deposited to the 
credit of each said nonresident. 

5. The following credits to the existing 
peso bank accounts of nonresidents other 
than, banks which shall be treated as special 
blocked fiduciary accounts of the nonresident 
owners, and to new special blocked fiduciary 
accounts or nonresidents other than banks 
which are opened after October 22, 1958, are 

ermitted without the prior approval the 

change Control Department: 

a. Transfers from the account of a nonresi- 
dent bank. 

b. Profits, dividends and fntoreets om ap- 


(Continued on page 11) 
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Mexico Puts Number of Additional 
Commodities Under Import Control 


Mexico has added a number of items to the list of goods that may 
not be imported without prior permit from the Ministry of Economy, 
including earths, cotton yarn and thread, handtools, batteries, railway 
cars and parts, some automobile parts, absorbent gauze, and parts for 


tractor tracks. 
Import tariff classifications affected 
are as follows: 


Effective October 28, 1958 


0651.00.99 Other edible flours and feculae, 
not specified. 

2600.01.00. Clays or earths other than re- 
fractory 

260.01 02. Chalk, diatomaceous earths, 
oli, or infusorial earths. 

260.01.08. Fuller's earth and other natural 
earths used as nee | agents or purifiers. 

260.01.04. gn | clays or earths, even 
if calcined, — ovtys in bulk, with melting 
so “greater than 1,600° C. 

99. Refractory 

specined. 

6501.19.07. Hexamethylenetetramine, weigh- 
ing with immediate container up to 20 kilo- 


rams. 
#501. 19.08. Same, weighing with immediate 
container over 20 kilograms. 

5672.00.00. Starches and feculae for indus- 
trial use. 

6381.05.02. Sensitized heliographic paper, ex- 
cept ferrocyanide paper. 


trip- 


clays or earths, not 


640.00.00. Cotton yarn, unbleached or 
bleached, not mercerized. 

640.00.01. Cotton yarn, dyed, not mercer- 
ized. 

640.00.02. Cotton thread, unbleached, 


bleached or dyed, 
reels. 

640.00.08. Cotton 
bleached or dyed, 
fled containers. 

640.01.00. Cotton yarn, 
bleached, mercerized. 

640.01.01. Cotton yarn, dyed, mercerized. 

640.01.02. Cotton thread, unbleached, 
bleached, or dyed, mercerized, on’ wooden 


reels. 
640.01.08. Cotton thread, unbleached, 
bleached, or dyed, mercerized, in unspecified 


containers. 

718.10.98 Faucets and valves of copper and 
copper alloys, not specified. 

1718.10.99. Faucets and valves of ordinary 
metal other than copper and copper alloys, 
not specified. 

720.00.00. Hoes and mattocks, with or with- 
out handle. 

720.00.01. Axes and hatchets of any kind. 

720.00.02. Shovels of any kind. 

720.00.03. Picks and pickaxes of any kind. 

720.02.01. Machetes of all kinds without 
aes uards, and separate blades therefor. 

20.64.99 Handtools of any kind, for agri- 
culture ‘ae and earthwork, not speci- 
ed. 

721.00.00. Hand chisels of iron or steel. 

aaa Nail-sets and punches, of iron or 
stee 


not mercerized, on wooden 
thread, unbleached, 
not mercerized, in unspeci- 


unbleached, or 


721.00.02. Hammers or mauls of 

steel - to de hie => in weight. 
Ps isels, flat, weighing up 
0. M0 “ie 


21.00.08. S; 

* 06.10. 
smiths. 

731.00.01. Batteries with plates of nickel 
and iron or steel, in steel cases, with alka- 
line electrolytes, for electric locomotives. 
tteries for electrically driven 
hing over 100 kilograms each. 
teries, whether destined for 
elles or for “ge Dae not specified. 

741.01.00. ek © 

742.08.08. Tubes ne ‘tadles, televisions, or 
sound apparatus, except picture tubes. 

7650.00.00. Trucks, trolleys, and cars of any 
kind for railways, not specified. 
aie Passenger cars of any kind for 

760 00.08. Freight cars and flatcars of any 
kind for railways, weighing up to 1,000 kilo- 
grams, 


iron or 


ner wrenches. 
ears commonly used by tin- 


vehicles ore! 
731. 
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750.00.04. 


grams. 


762.00. 24. 


Same, weighing over 1,000 kilo- 
Oil filters for automobiles. 

762.00.25. Gasoline filters for automobiles. 

762.00.45. Mufflers and exhaust pipes for 
automobiles and trucks. 

766.00.06. Wheels of iron or steel, not 
mounted, railway cars or locomotives. 

766.01.99. Separate parts and repair parts, 
not specified, for railway cars. 

861.08.00. Faucets, valves, and conduits, ex- 
eclusively for washbasins, sinks, bidets, drink- 
ing fountains, and bathtubs. 


Effective November 11, 1958. 


534.00.04. Absorbent gauze, unbleached or 
bleached, having up to 30 threads in warp 
or woof per square centimeter, weighing up 
to 40 grams a square meter, imported in rolls 
not less than 40 centimeters wide and 10 
centimeters in diameter. 

5384.00.98. Absorbent gauze in the commer- 
cial form of healing material, weighing with 
immediate container up to 5 kilograms, not 
specified. 


570.00.02. Synthetic resins in solid state, 
derived from phenic acid (phenol), neither 
pigmented nor containing coloring materials 
derived from coai tar. 

680.01.01. Nails of iron or steel, 
millimeters in length. 

700.01.11. Machinery installations for indus- 
try processing, milling and preparing agri- 
cultural and livestock products. 

731.00.00. Boxes, factory equipped with bat- 
teries, current measurers, and other -appa- 
ratus forming a unit for use as power source 
in electric locomotives. 

741.00.06. Belts, endless or otherwise, of 
leather, for machines. (Control applies only 
to those 1 to 6 inches wide.) 

743.06.01. Complete rollers with 
double flanges, for the track system of 
crawler tractors, with exterior diameter 
of 18 to 32 centimeters and length of 14 to 
33 centimeters, excluding pin, or weighing 
from 25 to 92 kilograms including pin. 

743.06.02. Iron or steel pins, even 


up to 15 


single or 


with 


rooves or threads, for single or double 
ange rollers for track system of crawler 
tractors, with diameter of 35 to 85 centi- 


meters and length of 35 to 65 centimeters, 
or weighing 3 to 20 kilograms. 

743.06.03. Unassembled rollers, single or 
double flange, with greatest exterior diam- 
eter not exceeding 35 centimeters and 14 to 
33 centimeters in length, or weighing from 
20 to 60 kilograms. 


—Diario Oficial, October 28 and 
November 11, 1958. 





Denmark, Israel Extend 
Trade and Payments Pact 


The Danish-Israeli trade and pay- 
ments agreement of November 14, 1952, 


has been extended for the period No- 
vember 14, 1958-November 13, 1959. 


The only change in the agreement is 
an increase in swing credit from 2 to 
12 million crowns, arranged through an 
exchange of notes between the Swedish 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs and the 
Israeli Embassy in Copenhagen (1 
Danis crown=US$0.145).—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Copenhagen, 


——, 


Venezuelan Duties 
Up on Cleaning Pad; 


Venezuelan import duties on Stee] 
wool and plastic cleaning pads hay 
been substantially increased effectiye 
December 18. 

New categories, to be known as (G) 
and (Q), have been established under 
items Nos. 317 and 411 of the import 
customs tariff to cover the items, 

The new classifications; their duties, 
in bolivares per gross kilogram; and 
former classifications and rates, showy 
in parentheses, are as follows (1 bolivar 
=US$0.30) : 

317. Diverse manufactures: (G.), Shavings 
or wool of iron, steel, or other common met- 
als impregnated or not impregnated with 
soap: sponges, gloves, or pads of iron, steel, 
or other common metals for scrubbing and 
polishing; and other similar articles for like 


uses, 6. (No. 382-C, 1.20; U. S. trade a 
ment rate 0.60). ~~ 


411. Artificial plastic materials unspecified: 
(Q) In sponges, pads, and other articles for 
scrubbing, polishing, or cleaning, 8.00 (No, 
411-M, 1.20). 

Although details are not yet avail. 
able, it is believed that new category 
No. 317-G has the effect of removing 
household scouring pads of steel wool 
or shavings from item No. 382-C, in. 
dustrial preparations for polishing and 
cleaning, under which classification the 
items have been entering Venezuela 
from the United States at the conces- 
sion rate of 0.60 bolivar, 


The regulation reclassifying metal 
and plastic pads postdates issuance of 
the new Venezuelan customs tariff and 
raises duties on the items for the pe- 
riod December 18 through December 
31, 1958. The new custom tariff, was 
approved by decree No. 406 of Novem- 
ber 5, 1958, and is to become effective 
January 1; 1959, Item 317-G appears as 
item No. 699-29-15 in the new customs 
tariff, which, with the new duties, in 
bolivares per gross kilogram, is as fol- 
lows: 

699-29-15. Shavings or wool of iron, steel, 
or other common metals impregnated or not 


impregnated with soap; sponges, gloves, or 
ads of iron, steel, or other common metals 
or sc rubbing and polishing; an@ other simi- 


lar articles for like uses: 
699-29-15-1. Impregnated with soap or de 
tergents, 1.20. 
0.40. 


99-29-15-2. Of iron or steel, 

699-29-15-3. Of copper, 0.75. 

699-29-15-4. Of aluminum, 1.20. 

699-29-15-5. Of common metals, n.e.m., 1.20. 

On January 1, 1959, import duties on 
household scouring pads of metal will 
revert to their former rates under item 
No, 699-29-15 of the new customs tariff 
provided no further change is made in 
the new item to agree with item No. 
317-G of the current tariff. A change 
is expected, however, as the Venezuelan 
Government intends to continue protet- 
tion of the cleaning pad industry, the 
purpose for which the new classifica 
tions were established. 

The U. S. Embassy in Caracas will 
approach the Venezuelan authorities t0 
determine with accuracy the classific®- 
tion and duty rate accorded to house 
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——— 


pold scouring pads of metal imported 
from the United States, as the products 
formally were consistently classified 
under No. 382-C and therefore accorded 
a duty rate of 0.60 bolivares provided 
in the U. S.-Venezuelan reciprocal trade 
agreement.—U. S. Embassy, Caracas, 
November 11, 1958, 


Philippine Regulations .. . 
(Continued from page 9) 


proved investments owned by the nonresident 
owner or owners of the account, provided the 
relative amounts are covered by checks issued 
by the companies paying the profits, divi- 
dends or interests. 

« Proceeds of sale of inward dollar re- 
mittances, irrespective of amount. 

d. Balances of an approved switch transac- 
tion for account of the nonresident owner 
of the account, authorized under E. C. Form 
X, and proceeds of sale of securities belong- 
ing to_said nonresident, authorized under 
EB. CG Form Y, provided the said securities 
were acquired in accordance with the ex- 
change control regulations. 

4. The following debits to the -block fidu- 
ciary accounts of nonresidents are permitted 
without the prior approval of the Exchange 
Control Department: 


a. Purchase of foreign exchange authorized 
under exchange licenses issued by the Ex- 
change Control Department or by Authorized 
Agents in behalf of the Exchange Control 
Department, in which the nonresident ownef 
of the account is the benficiary. 


-b. Local payments in respect of postal and 
telegraph charges, stamp fees, storage and 
safe custody charges, bank charges, payments 
to servants, insurance premia, allowances to 
relatives, minor repairs to houses, and other 
local payments, provided the aggregate pay- 
ments in any calendar month do not exceed 
2000 pesos (1 peso=—US$0.50), and no single 
payment exceeds 200 pesos. 

¢. Payment of real property taxes on real 
property belonging to the nonresident owner 
of the account, and internal revenue taxes 
due from the same nonresident, provided 
such payments are made direct to the pro- 
vincial, city or municipal treasurer con- 
cerned in the case of real property taxes, and 
to the Commissioner of Internal Revenue in 
the case of internal revenue taxes. A certified 
true copy or photostat of the official receipt 
evidencing such payment shall later on be 
submitted to the Exchange Control Depart- 


ment. 

7. Authorized Agents shall render weekly 
reports of all special blocked fiduciary ac- 
counts maintained with them under the pro- 
visions of this notification and shall state 
the closing balances each week. In the case 
of debits or credits to said accounts main- 
tained in behalf of groups of individuals and 
firms, the report shall furthermore be sup- 
roms by a list of the nonresidents in whose 

if the debits or credits are made and 
the relative amounts. This list shall be re- 
=— by the Authorized Agent concerned 
rom the person operating the account. 

8 Credits to special blocked fiduciary ac- 
counts other than those described in para- 
graph 5 of this a shall require the 
prior approval of the Exchange Control De- 
partment. Amounts withdrawn from the said 
special blocked fiduciary accounts without the 
approval of the Exchange Control Depart- 
ment shall lose all remittability rights and 
the privileges of blocked funds. 


—U. S. Embassy, Manila. 





investment in 


NIGERIA 


‘From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
uperintendent of Documents, 
U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington. 25, D. C. 
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~FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Bolivia Revises Export. Taxes 


Bolivia has established’a new export tariff schedule for products 
other than minerals and petroleum and has fixed incentive export taxes 


on mineral products. 


The revised export schedule contains many more product classifica- 
tions than appear in the former schedule and sets new export tax rates 
(regalias) for most products. Taxes will continue to be assessed ad 


valorem on world market prices. 


Export taxes are increased for hides 
and skins, vicuna wool, textiles, and a 
few other items. Rates are reduced for 
some live animals, meat, coffee, gald 
and silver manufactures, and a number 
of Bolivian industrial products. 


Incentives to Bolivian manufacturing 
industries are provided through lower 
export taxes on products processed lo- 
cally before export, For example, crude 
rubber exports are now taxed 5 per- 
cent; rubber in sheets, 2 percent; un- 
shelled coffee beans, 5 percent; shelled 
coffee beans, 1 percent; logs, 10 per- 
cent; sawed lumber, 3 percent; cacao 
beans, 5 percent; cocoa in powder, 2 
percent; unshelled Brazil nuts, 5 per- 
cent; shelled Brazil nuts, 1 percent. 


Minerals Taxes Offer Incentives 


Also, the new mineral export taxes 
are fixéd to provide incentives to the 
mining industry. 

Bismuth concentrate exports will be 
taxed 3 percent of gross value when the 
London quotation as publis in the 
Metal Bulletin is at least 11 shillings a 
pound. New companies and established 
companies beginning the extraction of 
bismuth are exempt from paying the 
3-percent export tax on the product in 
the first year of operation, although 
they must be registered with the Boli- 
vian Mining Bank. 

Producers of sulfur, absestos, mica, 
and fluorite are exempt from export tax 
on those products and are free to ex- 
port them to private ore buyers, al- 
though the Mining Bank must be in- 
formed of such transactions. 


Zine contained in concentrates is ex- 
empted from export tax. 

Concentrates, for example lead, con- 
taining 500 grams or less of silver a 
metric ton are exempt from export tax. 
For concentrates containing more than 
500 grams of silver a metric ton a fixed 
tax of 7 percent will be levied on gross 
value of contained silver over 500 grams. 

The new export tariff schedule for 
nonminerals was established by Su- 
preme Decree No. 5087 of November 13, 
1958, replacing the former schedule 
fixed by Supreme Decree No. 4738 of 
September 16, 1957 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Dec: 2, 1957, p. 6). 

A Supreme decree of November 6 al- 
tered and amplified Supreme Decrees 
Nos. 4540 and 4585 of December 15, 
1956, and February 14, 1957, which 
were the basis for the formér Bolivian 





export taxes on minerals.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, La Paz. 

New Bolivian export tax rates, on 
specific commodities may be obtained 
from the American Republics Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, -U. S; De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
we G : 


New Central Bank 
Opened in Tunisia 


The Central Bank of Tunisia, the new 
Tunisian bank of issue established by 
law No. 58-90, of September 19, 1958, 
was Officially opened on November 3. 

The new bank has assumed the func- 
tion of issuing currency for Tunisia, 
whereas formerly Banque de |]’Algerie 
et de la Tunisie was the bank of issue 
for both Algeria and Tunisia. In addi- 
tion, the Central Bank will supervise 
the operations of all other banks in the 
country. It will also guide the Govern- 
ment’s policy in foreign trade and ori- 
ent the internal economy. 

A new Tunisian currency unit, the 
dinar, consisting of 1,000 millemes, and 
equivalent to 1,000 Tunisian francs, has 
appeared in circulation since the bank 
was opened. The old currency, however, 
will be withdrawn gradually over a pe- 
riod of several weeks and no date has 
been set for ending its validity as legal 
tender. 

The value of the dinar is based on the 
value of the French franc, and Tunisia 
remains in the france zone (1 dinar= 
1,000 French francs).—U. S. Embassy, 
Tunis; Journal Officiel de la Republique 
Tunisienne, September 23-26, 1958. 


Cuba and Peru Conclude 
Modus Vivendi on Trade 


Cuba and Peru by an exchange of 
notes on November 10 concluded a 
modus vivendi on foreign trade. 

The agreement provides for reciprocal 
most-favored-nation treatment of cus- 
toms duties and charges and consular 
fees. Exclusive preferential treatment 
granted by Cuba to the United States 
and by Peru to bordering countries is 
excepted from most-favored-nation 
treatment. 

The agreement will be in effect from 
November 15,. 1958, to- May 15, 1959.— 
U. S. Embassy, Havana. 
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Mexico Lowers Some Export Duties 


Mexico has substantially lowered, ef- 
fective October 20, its export duties on 
wheat, wheat flour, wheat bran, ice 
cream cones, alimentary pastes, wheat 
flour crackling, unspecified crackers, 
and some cookies, cakes, and soda 
crackers. 


For the most part, the duty changes 
were accomplished by substantially re- 
vising export tariff classifications. 

Items affected; their new duties, spe- 
cific in pesos per gross kilogram and/or 
percent ad valorem; and former status, 
shown in parentheses, are as follows: 


050-00-17. Wheat not meeting condi- 
tions set forth in classification No. 050- 
00-18: 20 percent (0.30 pesos and 35 
percent; classification formerly read 
only “Wheat’’). 

050-00-18. Wheat exported through 
the National Bank of Foreign Trade un- 
der conditions set forth by the Ministry 
of Finance and Public Credit: 5 per- 
cent. (New classification; formerly un- 
der No. 050-00-17.) 

051-00-05. Wheat flour. (This classi- 
fication, dutiable at 0.50 and 35 per- 
cent, now abolished, is replaced by the 
following two classifications. ) 


051-00-11. Wheat flour weighing and 
immediate container up to 5 kilograms: 
Duty free. 


051-00-12. Wheat flour weighing 
with the immediate container over 5 
kilograms: 5 percent. 


052-00-01. Cones for ice creams and 
ices: 5 percent (25 percent). 


052-00-02. Biscuits, cookies, cakes, 
or pies decorated or filled with pastes 
having a base of sugar, chocolate, or 
fruit. (This classification, dutiable at 
0.20 and 5 percent, now abolished, is 
replaced by the following two new clas- 
sifications. ) 

052-00-10. Biscuits, cookies, cakes, 
or pies decorated or filled with pastes 
having a base of sugar, chocolate, or 
fruit, weighing with immediate con- 





Items Freed From Duty 
In Mexican Free Zones 


Calcined plaster under Mexican im- 
port tariff classification No. 260.08.01, 
and white cement, under classification 
No. 650.01.00, have been exempted from 
import duties in the Mexican free 
zones of Lower California and North- 
western Sonora. 


The exemptions were authorized by 
a Ministry of Finance circular of Octo- 
ber 27, 1958. 

The last announcement concerning 
goods subject to duties in the free zones 
appeared in Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, July 28, 1958, page 9.—Diario Ofi- 
cial, November 5, 1958. 
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tainer up to 5 kilograms: Duty free. 


052-00-11. Biscuits, cookies, cakes, 
or pies decorated or filled with pastes 
having a base of sugar, chocolate, or 
fruit, weighing with immediate con- 
tainer over 5 kilograms: 0.20 and 5 
percent. 

052-00-03. Soda crackers, salted or 
not. (This classification, now abolished, 
dutiable at 0.20 and 5 percent, is re- 
placed by the following two new classi- 
fications.) 

052-00-12. Soda crackers weighing 
with immediate container up to 5 kilo- 
grams: Duty free. 

052-00-13. Soda crackers weighing 
with immediate container over 5 kilo- 
grams: 0.20 and 5 percent. 


052-00-04. Food pastes of flours, sim- 
ple, prepared, vitaminized, or mixed with 
any vegetable or animal product. (This 
classification, dutiable at 25 percent, 
now abolished, is replaced by the fol- 
lowing two new classifications.) 

052-00-14. Food pastes of flours, sim- 
ple, prepared, vitaminized, or mixed with 
any vegetable or animal product, weigh- 
ing with immediate container up to 5 
kilograms: Duty free. 

052-00-15. Food pastes of flours, sim- 
ple, prepared, vitaminized, or mixed with 
any vegetable or animal product, weigh- 
ing with immediate container over 5 
kilograms: 5 percent. 

052-00-07. Mixed pastes of wheat 
flour, previously fried in oil, in thin 
spongy sheets of irregular shape, com- 
monly called “what flour crackling” 
(chicharron). This classification, du- 
tiable at 25 percent, now abolished, is 
replaced by the following two new clas- 
sifications. ) 

052-00-16. Mixed pastes of wheat 
flour previously fried in oil, in thin 
spongy sheets of irregular shape, com- 
monly called “wheat flour crackling,” 
weighing with immediate container up 
to 5 kilograms: Duty free. 

052-00-17. Mixed pastes of wheat 
flour previously fried in oil, in thin 
spongy sheets of irregular shape, com- 
monly called “wheat flour crackling,” 


weighing with immediate container 
over 5 kilograms: 10 percent. 
052-00-98. Crackers, not specified. 


(This clasgification, dutiable at 0.50 and 
15 percent, now abolished, is replaced 
by the following two new classifica- 
tions.) 

052-00-95. Crackers, not specified, 
weighing with immediate container up 
to 5 kilograms: Duty free. 

052-00-96. Crackers, not specified, 
weighing with immediate container, 
over 5 kilograms: 0.20 and 5 percent. 

093-01-18. Wheat bran: 10 percent 
(0.05 and 25 percent). 


—Diarzio Official, October 16, 1958. 


Philippines Issues 
Duty Rules for U. S. 


Imports of U. S. goods arriving jp 
the Philippines before the end of the 
year do not necessarily have to be with. 
drawn from the piers by midnight of 
December 31 to avoid the higher duties 
scheduled to go into effect on January 
1, the Philippine Commissioner of Cus. 
toms has announced. 

Under terms of the revised U. §. 
Philippine trade agreement, Philippine 
duties on U. S. articles, which have been 
levied at 25 percent of regular tariff 
rates in the 3-year period 1956-58, will 
be increased to 50 percent of regular 
rates for 1959-61. 

Nevertheless, according to the Cus. 
toms statement, U. S. articles still in 
pier warehouses on January 1, 1959, 
will not be subject to the 50-percent 
rate under the following conditions: 

@ The ship carrying the goods ar- 
rived in a Philippine port by December 
31, 1958. 

@ Entry and withdrawal papers for 
the goods are properly filed and ac. 
cepted. 

@ Taxes and duties on the goods are 
paid before midnight of December 31, 
1958. 

“Entry” and “withdrawal” are there- 
fore the controlling factors that deter- 
mine whether U. S. goods will be sub- 
ject to the increased duty rate. The 
Customs Commissioner defines these 
terms as follows: 


“United States articles shall be deemed 
entered in the Philippines when the specified 
entry form is properly filed and accepted to 
gether with any related documents at the 
time of entry at the port of call. These goods 
are considered withdrawn when Bureau of 
Customs form No. 249 is properly filed and 
accepted together with related documents by 
the customs officer designated to receive the 
withdrawal entry and when duties, taxes, 
fees and other lawful charges required to be 
paid at the time of withdrawal are deposited 
with the customs officer assigned to receive 
such a payment.” 


Mexico Establishes New 
Import Classifications 


Mexico has established new specific 
import tariff classifications for some 
welding materials and celophane tape, 
as follows: 


Effective November 4 

679.02.98. Wires up to 60 centimeters in 
length, of alloys of any base metal with ¢o- 
balt, chrome, manganese, molybdenum, nick- 
el, tungsten, silicon, or other elements, bear- 
ing marks or indications ermitting their 
use for coatings for fusion: b 05 peso a gross 
kilogram and 5 percent advalorem. 

679.02.99. Wires or tubes of any base metal 





covered or filled with alloys of cobalt, 
chrome, manganese, molybdenum, _ nickel, 
tungsten, silicon, or other elements, used as 


coatings for fusion: 0:05 peso per gross kilo- 
gram and 5 percent 5B andl 
Effective November 9 

632.02.03. Strips of transparent paper called 
cellophane or cellulose acetate, up to 5 cel 
timeters in width, having adhesive substance 
on one side, even those which eliminate 
transparency: 0.35 peso a legal kilogram and 
20 percent advalorem. 


—Diario Oficial, November 3, 1958 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Paraguay Requests Bids 
For Hotel Elevators 


Bids have been invited for the 
supply and installation of 3 pas- 
senger elevators and 1 service ele- 
yator in a new hotel being built by 
the Social Security Institute in 
Asuncion. The 4 elevators are to 
have a capacity of 560 kilograms 
or 8 passengers. All bids must be 
submitted by January 31, 1959, to 
‘the Secretary General, Social Se- 
curity Institute, I. P. S. Building, 
94 Floor, Calle Constitucion y Pet- 
tirossi, Asuncion. 

Bids reportedly will be invited 
soon for food service and kitchen 
equipment and for metal window 
frames. 


VT  paabahbhbhhbhhbhhhibhiiitiid 


Belgian Congo Invites Bids 
For Supply of Antibiotics 


Bids are invited until December 29 
by the Medical Service of the Belgian 
Congo Government for the supply of 
approximately $500,000 worth of anti- 
biotics. 

Bids will be opened simultaneously at 
Direction des Approvisionnements, 1, 
rue de la Regence, Brussels, Belgium, 
and at Salle du Conseil des Adjudica- 
tions du Gouvernement General, Bati- 
ment Administratif, corner of Avenue 
Pierre Ryckmans and Avenue Martin 
Rutten, Leopoldville-Kalina, Belgian 
Congo. 

Specifications may be obtained for 
50 Belgian Congo francs (about US$1) 
plus postage from the Comptable des 
Finances du Gouvernement General, 
Batiment Administratif, Leopoldsville- 
Kalina. Additional information may be 
obtained from the Section des Approvi- 
sionnements Medicaux de la Teme 
Direction Generale, Leopoldville-Est, 

Bid Deadline Extended on 

Australian Oxygen Plant 

The closing date for receipt of bids 
for installation of an oxygen plant at 
Morwell, Australia, has been extended 
from December 5, 1958, to January 9, 
1959, according to the Gas and Fuel 
Corporation of Victoria. Minor amend- 
Ments also were made to the specifica- 
tions for the project. 

A copy of the amendments may be 
obtained from the Trade Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

The project was reported in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly of October 13, page 


. 


December 8. 1958 


Governments Invite Bids 





Round Steel, Painting Sup 


plies, 


Wire, Other Items Wanted Abroad 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procure- 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential 


interest to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data 
are available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Ceylon 


Distillery for processing molasses into 
power alcohol, capacity 2,000 gallons a 
day, supply and installation including 
building; bids invited until December 
15 by Secretary, Gal Oya Development 
Board, 421, Buller’s Road, Colombo 7.* 


El Salvador 


Gummed kraft tape, 3,000 rolls, and 
paper fasteners, 100,000, tender No. 276, 
bids due December 11; white newsprint, 
1,000 reams, 30x40 inch, tender No. 302, 
December 12. Bids invited by Provee- 
duria General de la Republica, San Sal- 
vador. Specifications in Spanish.* 


Greece 


Antenna poles, 30, metallic or wooden, 
estimated value $20,000, bids invited 
until December 16. Screw spikes, clips, 
and clip bolts for standard gage rail- 
way line, estimated value $32,500, bids 
due December 18. Railway turntable, 
estimated value $33,350; map printing 
paper, 80,000 kilograms, estimated value 
$33,350; and zinc oxide, 100,000 Kilo- 
grams, estimated value $31,670, bid 
deadlines December 19. 

Steel rivets, 80 tons, estimated value 
$32,670; and antenna constructing ma- 
terial, estimated value $5,000.. Closing 
date December 20. Bids invited by the 
State Procurement Service, Ministry of 
Finance, 56 El. Venizelos St., Athens.* 

Information and assistance to pros- 
pective bidders is available from the 
Greek Foreign Trade Administration, 


2211 Massachusetts Avenue, NW.,, 
Washington, D. C. 
Electrical appliances and cooking 


equipment, for student dining hall; bids 
invited until December 23 by Polytech- 
nic University, Athens.* 

Tin ingots, 12 metric tons, minimum 
99.5-percent pure; bids invited until 
December 23 by Greek State Railways, 
12 Polytechniou Street, Athens.* 

Tar oil, 80 tons, bid deadline January 
3; and locomotive cylinders, 44, Jan- 
uary 8. Bids invited by Peloponnesus 
Railroad, 1 Carolou Street, Athens.* 

Steel rods, 30 metric tons, and 95 





pieces of sheet iron; bid deadline De- 
cember 30; and clectrodes, January 8. 
Bids invited by Ministry of Agriculture, 
12 Philellinon Street, Athens.* 


Iran 


Painting supplies, including 51,620 
kilograms of paint, 1,440 sheets of sand- 
paper, and 194 brushes; bids invited 
until December 20 by the Iranian State 
Railways, Ministry of Roads and Com- 
munications, Tehran. 

Round steel, 795 metric tons, sizes 
from 6 to 30 millimeters; bids invited 
until February 17, 1959, by Bank Melli, 
Tehran. Single loan copy of specifica- 
tions.* 


Union of South Africa 


Hoist controllers for wharf cranes, 25, 
tender No. 3358; transformers, 11, 5- 
kilovolt-amperes, tender No. C. 3376; 
and electrical cable, 6,000 feet, tender 
No. C. 3041; bids due December 10. 
Batteries, 2, each containirfig 53 cells, 
lead acid type, tender No. C. 3306, bids 
invited until December 17. Copper wire, 
30,400 pounds, tender No. 7572, bid date 
January 9. Bids invited by the South 
African Railways, Chief Stores Super- 
intendent, P. O. Box 8617, Johannes- 
burg.* 


United Arab Republic 


Telecommunications and radio aid 
equipment for Cairo International Air- 
port; bids invited through local repre- 
sentatives until December 16 by Direc- 
tor General, Civil Aviation Department, 
31 July 26th Street, Cairo, Egypt. 
Single loan copy of specifications.* 

Dipper dredger and rock breaker; 
bids invited through local representa- 
tives until January 5 by Director of 
Procurement, Suez Canal Authority, 
Ismailia, Egypt. Single loan of copy of 
specifications.* 

Transparent slides and motion pic- 
ture films, some with Arabic and some 
with English soundtracks, covering a 
variety of educational subjects; bids in- 
vited through local representatives until 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Bids Invited on Mobile 
Communications Groups 


Bids on supply and delivery of equip- 
ment and spare parts for five complete 
mobile radio teletype groups are 
invited until December 13 by the 
Purchasing and Contracting Officer, 
ACE Communications Electronic Equip- 
ment, SHAPE, Paris, France, the Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce has re- 
ported. 


Each group consists of a transporta- 
ble assembly of equipment. which 
provides facilities for transmission and 
reception of radio-teletypewriter sig- 
nals (RTT) by means of frequency 
shift modulation (FS), continuous-wave 
telegraphy (CW), and voice (AM). 
Amplitude-modulated voice signals 
should be transmitted or received alone 
or with FS modulated RTT signals. Set 
must be operable, including RTT equip- 
ment, while in motion or at a halt on a 
full duplex or one-way reversible basis, 
and must be designed so that teletype- 
writer equipment can be operated from 
a remote position. The set must oper- 
ate on a continuous range of 1.5 to 20 
megacycles. Power should be supplied 
by a diesel unit mounted in a 2-wheel 
trailer towed by a 2%-ton truck. 

A copy of the bid invitation, No. 58- 
11, is available on loan from BFC’s 
Trade Development Division, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
nx s 





World Trade Directory 
Reports Available 


World Trade Directory reports 





viduals mentioned in the World @ 
~ Trade Leads and Investment Op- 
| portunities departments of For- 
; eign Commerce Weekly are avail- 


will be prepared on request— 
through the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 


for $1 each. The reports also may 
be obtained through the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices. 

Requests for 
should include the names and ad- 
dresses of the firms or individ- 
uals. 

The information given in a 
World Trade Directory report 
usually includes lines of goods 


of business, capital, sales volume, 
trade and financial reputation, and 
other pertinent business informa- 
























on private foreign firms or indi- % 


able to qualified U. S. firms—or : 


Commerce, U. S. Department of . 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 7 


these reports : 


handled, operation methods, size © 


NATO Construction 
Planned in Greece 


Two new projects in Greece have been 
opened to U. S. bidders under the inter- 
national competitive bidding procedures 
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza- 
tion (NATO), the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce has reported. 


One project calls for construction of 
jet fuel installations at Larissa, Nea 
Anghialos, and Eleusis airfields under 
the terms included in the Call for Bids 
No. GAS/1VA/D-107/231197, dated Oc- 
tober 23. The bid deadline is January 
14, 1959. The other project calls for con- 
struction of fuel installations—Work 
K 7, under the terms of the Call for 
Bids No. 231571 dated November 1. The 
bid deadline is January 17, 1959. 


Bid documents for each project may 
be obtained from the General Air Staff, 
Public Works Directorate, 15 Philellinon 
Street, Athens. Bids must be accom- 
panied by a participation guaranty 
amounting to 5 percent of the total bid. 

Firms not already certified to par- 
ticipate in NATO work should send a 
resume of their qualifications to BFC’s 
Trade Development Division, as de- 
scribed in the brochure on the NATO 
international competitive bidding pro- 
gram, available from that Division. 


Round Steel... 


(Continued from. page 13) 
January 19, 1959, by Director General, 
Educational Means Department, Min- 
istry of Education, Sharia el Tibri, 
Manchiat el Bakri, Cairo, Egypt. Single 
loan copy of specifications.* 

Floating crane, self propelled; bids 
invited through local agents until Feb- 
ruary 17, 1959, by Director General, 
Ports and Lighthouses Administration, 
Arsenal Gate, Alexandria, Egypt. Single 
loan copy of specifications.* 





Uruguay 

Caustic soda (sodium hydrate), 70 
metric tons, tender No. 3769, bids in- 
vited until December 18; aluminum 
hydrate (powder), 600 tons, and bauxite 
(powder), 500 tons, tender No.’ 3770, 
December 19; continuous viscosity reg- 
ister, tender No. 3773, and phlegms 
from grape Bagasse, 500,000 liters, for 
alcohol production, tender No. 3774, 
January 7; and electric switches, 32, 
automatic, various types for intercon- 
nection room, tender No, 3780, January 
8. Bids invited through local agents by 
Administracion Nacional de Combusti- 
bles, Alcohol y Portland (A.N.C.A.P.), 
Montevideo. Single loan copies of speci- 
fications in Spanish.* 





Canadian hog production is on an up- 
ward trend with heavy slaughter ex- 
pected for late 1958 and 1959 with con- 
sequent lowered prices, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports, 


. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 








The firms and individuals named jn 
the following lists have expressed jp. 
terest in establishing new business cop. 
nections in the United States, 

While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good repute, 
the U. S. Department of Commerce can. 
not assume responsibility for any trans. 
actions undertaken with these firms, 
The usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail. 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad. 

When available, supplementary infor. 
mation as indicated by symbol (*) may 
be obtained on loan by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
Opportunity Section, Trade Develop. 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com. 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Requests for loan 
material should include the commodity 
as well as the foreign firm’s name and 
address. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages 


France 

Establissements Marcelin Marceau 
(wholesaler, exporter), 57 rue Minvielle, 
Bordeaux, Gironde, wishes to _ export 
preferably direct but will consider 
through agents large quantities of good 
current to best quality red and white 
Bordeaux wines in glass bottles as well 
as in casks; also, table wines in vintage 
qualities. 





Audio Equipment 


Japan 
Tozai Trading Co., Ltd. (importer, 
wholesaler), 8 Tamura-cho  6-chome, 


Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo, wishes to ex- 
port direct minimum of $1,000 worth 


India Extends Deadline 
For Two Tenders 





Extension of the closing date for two 
tenders has been announced by the In- 
dia Supply Mission. 

Tender No. SE-11 for procurement of 
machinery for a locomotive works now 
will be closed on January 23, 1959, in- 
stead of December 23, 1958. The bid 
deadline for transformers for railway 
electricification, tender No. SE-13, has 
been extended from December 9 until 
January 9, 1959. Bids will be opened on 
the dates described in the Mission's of- 
fices at 2536 Massachusetts Avenue 
N.W., Washington 8, D. C. 

Tender No. SE-11 was announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, November 
10, 1958, page 10, and Tender No. SE 
13, November 17, page 8. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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per order of permanent magnets of all 
kinds for measuring: instruments, dy- 
namic speakers, microphones, radar, 
ete. Samples will be supplied upon re- 
yest to customers for their approval 
prior to acceptance of orders. 


Bicycle, Motorscooter Spare Parts, 
Accessories 


Rodolfo Galimberti (manufacturer), 
Via Maloia 8, Milan, wishes to export 
direct or through agent $3,200 worth 
monthly of bicycle and motorscooter 

parts and accessories. Catalog 
available.* 
Buildings, Prefabricated 
Netherlands 

L. H. ten Hove (importer, exporter), 
9% Onder de Toren, Emmeloord, wishes 
to export direct high-quality prefabri- 
eated bungalows and small buildings. 


Buttons 


PAMB.A. di Benelli Giulia (manufac- 
turer), Via Privata Bastia 5/7, Milan, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
10 million monthly of all types of but- 
tons for ladies’ garments and apparel. 


Electronic Scalers 


Italy 
Societa’ Elettronica Lombarda (man- 
ufacturer), Via Teodosio 70, Milan, 


wishes to export direct or through 
agent electronic scalers. Catalog and 
pricelist available.* 
Foodstuffs 
Nigeria 

Adeyinka Idowu Bros. (importef, ex- 
porter, commission agent), 205 Igbosere 
Road, Lagos, wishes to export direct 32 
tons of peeled ginger now available. 
France 

Mare Salier (importer, wholesaler, 
exporter of canned, frozen, dried, and 
salted fish; operator of codfish drying 
and curing yards and a fish cannery), 
119 Avenue du Marechal-Leclerc, Be- 
gles, Gironde, wishes to export prefer- 
ably direct but will consider through 
agent large quantities of good quality 
dried codfish packed in wooden cases of 


Pakistan Amends Tenders 


Two tenders have been amended by 
the Pakistan Ministry of Communica- 
tions. Tender No. PRS-58/LOCO/3TDR 
for the procurement of 11 broad-gauge 
diesel locomotives has had minor 
changes in specifications for the equip- 
ment and the bid deadline is extended 
until December 10. Tender No, PRS- 

AG/6/TDR for 184 freight cars 
also Was amended to extend the due 
date for the receipt of bids until De- 
cember 16. ° 


These bid opportunities were reported 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, October 
13, page 10, © 





Decembér 8, 1958 


45 kg. each; codfish filets in 450-g. 
boxes; and marinated eels in vinegar in 
tin cans of 3 kg. each 


Firm also is interested in concluding 
a business agreement with a U. S. ex- 
porter of canned, frozen, and dried fish 
of noncompetitive types, and desires to 
obtain a general agency for these com- 
modities for all or part of Southwest 
France. Firm has an open storage space 
of 20,000 square meters as well as large 
warehouses with cold-storage facilities. 


Italy 

Ferrari Figna, s.p.a. (manufacturer), 
Via Notari 14, Collecchio, Parma Prov- 
ince, wishes to export direct or through 
agent tomato paste and peeled toma- 
toes. 


Furniture 


Netherlands 

L. H. ten Hove (importer, exporter), 
26 Onder de Toren, Emmeloord, wishes 
to export direct large quantities of pre- 
fabricated Scandinavian furniture. Will 
manufacture according to specifications 
if desired. 
Hair 
France 

Gustave Morterol (processor of rab- 
bit hair), Usine de la Ribiere, Saint- 
Priest-Taurion, Haute-Bienne, wishes 
to export preferably direct to consumer 
industries, but will consider through 
agent, 50,000 kilograms annually of 
good-quality rabbit hair for hatmak- 
ers, spinning mills, and related indus- 
tries. 


Musical Instruments 


Japan 

The Echo Gakki Mfg. Co., Ltd. (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), 36 Kajimachi, 
Hamamatsu, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 50-80 pianos monthly 
first-grade celluloid keys, and finished 
in mahogany, oak or oak finish, walnut 
finish or walnut, May be obtained in 
88-note, 64-note, and 49-note range. 


Textiles 
India 


B. R. Ltd. (importer, exporter), Em- 
pire House, Dadabhai Naoroji Road, 
Bombay, wishes to export direct or 
through agent, 10 million yards annual- 
ly grey, bleached, or dyed broadcloth, 


shirtings, mulls, bed ticking, etc. in 
bales of approximately 1,500 linear 
yards. 


Wearing Apparel 


Italy 

Vogue Italiana (manufacturer), Via 
Filippo Sassetti 31, Milan, wishes to 
export direct shirts and blouses. Illus- 
trated pamphlet available.* 


Woodenware 
Japan 

Suzuki Shikki Co., Ltd.’ (manufac- 
turer), 145 Yatsu, Odaware, wishes to 
export direct or through agent high- 
quality woodenware such as salad 


POPPPPPPPPEPEPEPPEPPPPEIPPPPIPPPA 


Retention Dam To Be 
Built ‘in Syria 


The Al-Ghab Administration, Da- 
mascus, has invited bids until Jan- 
uary 1, 1959, for the construction 
of a water storage and soil reten- 
tion dam at Mehardeh in the Syrian 
Region of the United Arab Republic. 

The dam will be 45 meters high 
and 100 meters long and will contain 
600,000 cubic meters of rock and 
earth fill. The structure, which will 
store 25 to 40 million cubic meters 
of water, will include a 100-meter 
diversion tunnel, 

Specifications may be obtained 
from the named authority for about 
$140 a set. 


eee een biti ittatntntinitnitinted 


bowls, knife holders, leaf trays, and 
cutting boards. Illustrated and descrip- 
tive leaflet available.” 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Audio Equipment 
New Zealand 


Autocrat Distributors, Ltd. (manufac- 
turer’s agent, importing distributor), 
P. O. Box 2364, Auckland, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agency for 
stereophonic sound equipment, record- 
ing tape, record players, and tape decks. 
Clothing 
Nigeria 

Wahab A. Molade & Sons (importer, 
exporter, commission agent), 6 Oko- 


Awo St., Lagos, wishes to purchase di- 
rect wearable used clothing. 


Electronic Equipment, Components 


New Zealand 

Autocrat Distributors, Ltd. (import- 
ing distributor, manufacturer’s agent), 
P. O. Box 2364, Auckland, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agency for 
electronic equipment, television and 
radio components including transistors, 
and television and automobile aerials, 


Foodstuffs 


Netherlands 

Producten Im- & Export (importer, 
exporter, wholesaler), 82 Heemraads- 
singel, Rotterdam, wishes to purchase 
direct synthetic sausage casings. | 


Hardware 


Dominican Republic 

Ferreteria Hispano-Americana, C. por 
A. (importer, wholesaler), Juan Erazo 
No. 3, Ciudad Trujillo, wishes to pur- 
chase and seeks agency for household 
hardwares, tools, and electrical supplies 
including wire, fittings, etc. 


Marine Hardware 
‘Dominican Republic 
Neptuno, -C: por A, (importing dis- 
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Agency Data Wanted 
In Salisbury 


U. S. firms with representation in 
the Federation of Rhodesia and Ny- 
asaland are urged by the American 
Consulate General in Salisbury to 
file the names and addresses of 
their local agents. The Consulate 
General has advised the Depart- 
ment of Commerce that a number 
of requests have been received for 
names of local agents for U. S. com- 
panies. 


Each American Foreign Service 
Post endeavors to maintain an up- 
to-date record of U. S. commercial 
representation in its area, and 
U. S. firms are urged to cooperate 
by keeping the Posts informed of 
any changes. 


PRAPPPPPPPPPPPPPFFPPPPPIIFI AN 


tributor), 100 Calle 30 de Marzo, Ciu- 
dad Trujillo, wishes to purchase direct 
marine hardware. 


Scales, Automatic 


Italy 

Michele Vinci fu Giuseppe & Figlio 
(manufacturer, importing distributor), 
3 Via Giordano Bruno, Messina, wishes 
to purchase direct and seeks agency 
for first-qaulity automatic scales. Would 
appreciate illustrated catalog. 


Textiles 


Saudi Arabia 


Mohamed Bin Taleb Al-Batati (im- 
porting distributor), P. O. Box 342, 
Jidda, wishes to purchase direct tex- 
tiles. 


Thailand 


Java Phorn (manufacturer, importer, 
exporter, wholesaler, commission mer- 
chant, sales agent), 1430 New Road, 
Bangrak, Bangkok, wishes to purchase 
and seeks agency for textiles, including 
woolen, flannel, fancy cotton goods, and 
nylon, 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Aluminum Products 





Venezuela 

Comercial Barbera (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent, commis- 
sion merchant) 29 Avenida Olimpo, San 
Antonio, Caracas, seeks agency for plain 
and corrugated aluminum sheets. 


Barber Supplies 


Htaly 

Grippa Lodovico di Eredi Grippa (im- 
porting distributor), Via Frescobaldi 19, 
Milan, seeks agency for barber shop 
supplies including electric hair clippers, 
manicure sets, and nail clippers. 


16 


Electrical Wiring Devices 


Venezuela 

Comercial: Barbera (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent, commis- 
sion merchant), 29 Avenida Olimpo, San 
Antonio, Caracas, seeks agency for elec- 
trical material including cables for do- 
mestic installations, high-tension wire, 
telephone wire switches, etc, 


Metals 


Brazil 

Benedito Blum (importer, commis- 
sion agent), Rua Santa Efigenia 256, 5° 
and., Sao Paulo, seeks agency for alu- 
mium, copper, and zine in bar and in- 
got; related scraps; silver; cadmium; 
and nickel. 


Optical Equipment 


Venezuela 

Optotecnica S. A. (importer, whole- 
saler optical and scientific instruments), 
60 Socarrass a Puente Yanes, Caracas, 
seeks agency for all lines of optical 
equipment, including engineering, sur- 
veying, scientific, meteorological, and 
medical. 


Stainless Steel 
Italy 

Alfredo Tossi (importer, wholesaler, 
sales agent), 155 Corso Svizzera, Turin, 
seeks agency for stainless steel. 


Wallboard 


Venezuela 

Comercial Barbera (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent, commis- 
sion merchant), 29 Avenida Olimpo, 
San Antonio, Caracas, seeks agency for 
wallboard. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence 
Division has published the fol- 
lowing new trade lists of which 
mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Divi- 
sion and from Department of 
Commerce Field Offices. The price 
is $2 a list for each country. 

Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations. All are 
dated November 1958. 


Alcoholic Beverage Importers and Deal- 
ers—Costa Rica. 

American Firms, Subsidiaries, and Af- 
filiates—Australia. 

American Firms, Subsidiaries, and Af- 
filiates—Paraguay. 


Automotive Vehicle and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Paraguay. 

Boat and Ship Builders, Repairers, and 
Chandlers—Ecuador. 


Boot and Shoe Importers and Dealers— 
British Guiana. 

Chemical Importers and Dealers—India. 

Confectionery Importers, Dealers, and 
Manufacturers—Ireland. 


Lumber Exporters—Chile. 

Machinery Importers and Distributors 
—Panama. 

Metalworking Plants and Shops—Poy. 
tugal. 

Office Supply and Equipment Import. 
ers and Dealers—Venezuela. 

Piston Ring Manufacturers and Ry. 


porters—Federal Republic of Ger. 
many. 
Plastic Material Manufacturers ang 


Molders of Plastic Products—Finlang, 
Radio and Television Equipment and 
Component Importers, Dealers, and 
Manufacturers— Mexico. 
Seed and Bulb Importers, Dealers, ang 
Exporters—Morocco. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 








Australia 

Graham Fallcon, representing Philips 
Electrical Industries, 69 Clarence St, 
Sydney, is interested in visiting Ameri. 
can merchandising companies and 
studying the use of electronic account- 
ing equipment and office lay-out. Sched. 
uled to arrive December 12 via New 
York for a week’s visit. U.S. address: 
c/o Philips Export Corp., 100 East 424 
St., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York and Chicago. 
, Robert F. Smallwood, representing 
Plycraft Pty., Ltd., 47 Bonar St., Arn- 
cliffe, Sydney, is interested in studying 
methods and techniques in the applica- 
tion of laminated plastics as applied to 
shipbuilding. Scheduled to arrive Via 
Los ‘Angeles December 12 for a 6-month 
visit. U. S. address: c/o American Ex- 
press Co., Los Angeles. Itinerary: Bos- 
ton, Buffalo, Chicago, Cleveland, De- 
troit, Houston, Philadelphia, New York, 
New Orleans, Los Angeles, Pittsburgh, 
San Francisco, and Seattle. 


Italy 

Franco Olmo, representing Piero 
Olmo, Piazza Bertarelli 1, Milan, is in- 
terested in exporting textiles, knitted 
goods, and clothing to the United States, 
Was scheduled to arrive November 3 
via New York for a 3-month visit. U. $ 
address: c/o Anglo-African Shipping 
Co. of New York Inc., 16 East 34th St, 
New York 16, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York, Boston, Detroit, and Philadelphia 


Japan 

Shunzo Ohba, representing Yodo 
gawa Steel Works, Ltd., 30 Bakuro-cho 
4-chome, Higashi Ku, Osaka, is inter 
ested in studying the American market 
for possible expansion of exports in gak 
vanized iron sheets manufactured by 
his company. Mr. Ohba would like 
visit a few steel mills in the United 
States. Was scheduled to arrive De 
cember 3 via San Francisco for a 2+ 
day visit. U. S. address: c/o Itoh & Co. 


(Continued on page 19) 
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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
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Formaldehyde Production 
Planned in India 


U. S. participation in the form 
of machinery, equipment, technical 
assistance, and know-how is sought 
by the Calcutta firm, Khaitan Sons 
& Co., for the establishment and 
operation of a plant to produce 
formaldehyde. 

The firm, an affiliate of a number 
of Calcutta companies experienced 
in the chemical] field, manufactures 
fertilizers, insecticides, etc. 

Khaitan proposes an initial pro- 
duction of 5 tons of formaldehyde 
daily. In exchange for the invest- 
ment sought, the company will con- 
sider up to 49 percent American 
management participation in the 
enterprise. Local currency is avail- 
able for all operating and other in- 
ternal costs within India. 

Interested firms are invited to 
correspond with Khaitan Sons & 
Co., 2 Dalhousie Square East, Cal- 
eutta 1, India. 


WARAAAAAAAAAAPRAPIPPPPPPP DPA 


Netherlands Firm 
Plans Expansion 


U. S. collaboration for an expanded 
production operation is sought by 
Elektrische Apparaten- en Metaalwar- 
enfabriek Rudolf Blik N.V., of The 
Hague. 

The company is prepared to accept 
up to 50-percent U. S. capital partici- 
pation in the company. Approximately 
US$480,000 is sought from the U.S. in- 
vestor. 

A producer of electrical household 
equipment, such as vacuum cleaners, 
floor polishers, heating sets, stoves, 
cooking plates, ranges, flat irons, wash- 
ing machines, spin dryers, and radiators, 
as well as fractional horsepower motors 
and certain metal parts for its own 
use; the firm seeks additional capital 
and technical assistance for the pro- 
duction of related U.S. lines. Expanded 
activities will include exports to the 
European Common Market area. 

Blix, said to be one of the leading 
Netherlands firms in its field, owns two 
factory buildings, one of which is uti- 
lized for the production of basic parts; 
the other, recently constructed, is an 
assembly plant. Both plants, located in 
the industrial section of The Hague, 
am modern and fully equipped, accord- 
ing to the firm. 

Interested parties are invited to cor- 
tespond with the company at 16-18 
ees, The Hague, Nether- 
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Australian Investment Leads Cited 


Opportunities for investment in the 
fields of pharmaceuticals, ° automotive 
parts, fishing, etc., are of potential in- 
terest to U. S, firms contemplating the 
establishment of branch operations in 
Australia through direct investment 
and/or licensing arrangements, 

@ M. B. Ottaway Pty., Ltd. of Wil- 
loughby, New South Wales, is interest- 
ed in manufacturing under license a 
variety of products, including foodstuffs 
and automotive accessories. 


Mervyn B. Ottaway, managing di- 
rector of the company, is scheduled to 
arrive in the United States December 
8 for a visit of approximately 2% 
months for discussions with interested 
U. S. firnis. 


Mr. Ottaway is particularly interest- 
ed in the manufacture and processing 
of products for supermarket sale, and 
in studying supermarket techniques. 

In addition, he also is eager to dis- 
cuss the possible manufacture of auto- 
motive accessories for sale through 
service stations. t 

Visits are planned to San Francisco, 
Los Angeles, Phoenix, Dallas, St. Louis, 
Detroit, Chicago, Buffalo, Syracuse, and 
New York City. Firms interested in 
meeting with Mr. Ottaway are invited 
to address inquiries to him, c/o Hooker 
& Co., Cotton Exchange Building, Dal- 
las, Tex. 

@ Patents, processes, and techniques 
under a licensing arrangement are 
sought by St. Just Laboratories, Ltd., 
of Perth, for the manufacture in Aus- 
tralia of a U. S. line of chemicals. 

The Perth company is particularly in- 
terested in the manufacture of parental 
fluids, special drugs, and pharmaceutical 
items, and in liquid medicants which 
can be used for injections from am- 
poules, , 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond with J. H. Carew-Reid, manage- 
ment consultant, St. Just Laboratories, 
Ltd., 104 St. George’s Terrace, Perth, 
Western Australia. 

@ Properties of the Hervey Bay 
Trawling Co, Pty., Ltd., in Bundaberg, 
Queensland, are offered for sale to a 
U. S. investor seeking a source of sup- 
ply for prawns and scallops. 

Facilities include contact plate freez- 
er, compressors, electric motors, hoists, 
peeling and deveining machines, heat 
sealing machines, boilers, an overhead 
gantry at wharf for unloading, etc. The 
plant, presently in the hands of a re- 
ceiver-manager, was in the process of 
assembly and installation at the time of 
the former owner’s death. The all new 
equipment reportedly has an estimated 
value of approximately US$40,000. 

Supplemental data concerning the 
Hervey Bay Trawling Co. are available 


for review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


e@ U. S. investment for establishment 
of a hard board industry utilizing 
bagasse, for hotel and motel develop- 
ment, and for an expanded prawn and 
scallop fishing industry similar to the 
proposal just cited, would be weleomed 
by the town of Bundaberg, according to 
city officials. 

Located some 217 miles north of Bris- 
bane, Bundaberg is a city of approxi- 
mately 20,000 people in the Australian 
sugar belt as well as an important fish- 
ing center. 

The City Council of Bundaberg is 
particularly anxious to attract an 
American investment group for the con- 
struction of a hotel in or near the city 
and motels near the city limits to meet 
the growing demand for accommoda- 
tions from commercial visitors as well 
as tourists. 

Supplemental data concerning the 
services available to new industries in 
Bundaberg also are available for review 
on loan from BFC’s Investment Devel- 
opment Division. ° 

Interested parties also are invited to 
write to L. J. Lucas, Town Clerk, 
Bundaberg, Queensland, Australia, 


West German State 
Invites -Investment 


The Ministry of Economics and Trans- 
port of the Land Niedersachsen, Lower 
Saxony, is interested in attracting U. S. 
investment capital for an expansion of 
industrial activity in the area. 

Lower Saxony is the second largest 
and third most populous State’ in West 
Germany. Although the State has a 
considerable amount of industrial ac- 
tivity, it is centered largely around the 
cities of Hanover, Brunswick, and Osna- 
brueck. The development of Lower Sax- 
ony, which is primarily agricultural, is 
of particular interest to the Ministry. 

A brochure describing the attractive- 
ness of Lower Saxony has been prepared 
as a part of the Ministry’s industrial 
promotion program, The _ brochure 
points to the relative abundance of in- 
dustrial land; the excellent transporta- 
tion facilities—rail, canal, road; port 
facilities; raw materials; and labor. 

A copy of the brochure is available 
upon request from the Investment De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., or from 
the State Ministry of Economics and 
Transportation, Land Niedersachsen, 
Hanover, West Germany. 
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Scottish Machine Firms 
Want Diversification 


Two firms in Scotland, manufacturers 
of textile machinery, are seeking agree- 
ments with U. S. companies for a di- 
versification of their production to in- 
clude engineering and foundry products 
outside the textile line. 

James F. Low & Co., manufacturer of 
textile machinery for jute and related 
fibers, seeks an American line for which 
its gray iron and nonferrous foundry 
facilities are adaptable. 


Occupying an industrial site of ap- 
proximately 8 acres, with a staff com- 
plement of 450, Low also maintains a 
complete machine tool shop, drawing 
and design office, etc. 

U. S. firms seeking manufacturing 
facilities in Scotland are invited to write 
to the James F. Low Co., Monifieth 
Foundry, Monifieth, Dundee, An inven- 
tory of-machinery available at the plant 
is available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
= D.C. 

Thomas C. Keay Ltd., and its sub- 
sidiary, Lawside Engineering & Foundry 
Co., Ltd., engineering firms manufac- 
turing textile machinery, also wishes to 
diversify production activities to in- 
clude products outside the textile field. 

The Lawside foundry reportedly is 
capable of handling castings up to ap- 
proximately 5 tons in weight. Facilities 
also include overhead electric cranes of 
a comparable capacity for the easy 
movement of products along the assem- 
bly line. 

The Densfield works of Thomas Keay 
include center lathes, capstan lathes, 
milling machines, shapers, _slotters, 
planers, power presses, punches, weld- 
ing facilities, etc. 

The two companies, jointly or sepa- 
rately, will consider any American prod- 
ucts for which plant facilities are 
adaptable. 

Descriptive data on the Keay and 
Lawside companies also are available 
for review on loan from BFC’s Invest- 
ment Development Division, Interested 
parties are invited to write to Thomas 
A. C. Keay, P. O. Box 30, Baltic Street, 
Dundee, Scotland. 





Canadian wheat and flour exports at 
71 million bushels (grain equivalent) 
during the first quarter (July-Septem- 
ber) 1958-59, were considerably below 
the 78 million bushels exported in July- 
September 1957, the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service reports. 


Smaller overall exports to Western ~ 


Europe accounted largely for the sharp 
decline from those of a year earlier, 
although there was a sizable gain in 
exports to Switzerland. 


French Companies 
Want To Expand 


Two companies in France are seeking 
licensing or working agreements with 
U. S. firms for an expansion and di- 
versification of their activities in the 
production and sale of lubricating oils 
and nets of all types. 


Mondial Oil (George David), engaged 
in the importation, processing, and 
marketing in central and southwest 
France of lubricating oils and greases 
and by-products, wishes to expand pro- 
duction and marketing to include a line 
of American products, Mondial will con- 
sider the establishment of a separate 
Franco-American company in collabo- 
ration with the U. S. licensor-investor. 


The company reportedly maintains a 
modern plant and other installations in- 
cluding oil line pipes, storage and trans- 
portation tanks, trucks, railway lines, 
etc. Mondial also maintains its own pier 
for the reception of lighters and high- 
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sea coasters, and a depot for all] type; 
of oil drums and containers. 

Interested firms are invited to writ 
to Mr. David, owner and managing q. 
rector of Mondial Oil, 46-49 Quai De. 
champs, Bordeaux-Bastide, Gironde, 

S. A. Manufacture General de Filet 
manufacturer and exporter of nets, js 
interested in concluding a licensing gq 
working agreement for the manufas 
ture in France of American designed 
nets. Manufacturing nets of all 
from nylon and other synthetic fiber 
for fishing, camouflage, and other pur. 
poses, the company is particularly jp. 
terested in American made harvesting 
nets which can be utilized with cat 
frames for plum and other fruit gath. 
ering. 

Direct correspondence with § 4 
Manufacture Generale de Filets, Vieil}, 
Route de St. Pee, Saint-Jean-de-Ly 
Basses-Pyrenees, France, is invited 








Canada’s estimated winter wheat acre. 
age for 1959 is 580,000 acres, according 
to the Foreign Agricultural Service, 
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U. S. BUSINESS 
PARTICIPATION 


in 
TRADE 
FAIRS 
ABROAD 


A what, why, how and where 


for U. S. businessmen 


What is an international trade fair? 
Wh y should U.S, businessmen participate? 
H. ow do trade fairs advance sales? 


Where and when are they held? 


A 15-cent booklet published by the Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
Sold by Department of Commerce Field Offices and by the Super 
intendent of Documents, U. §. Government Printing Office; 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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German Firm Wants 
To Make Steel Items 


The German firm, L. & Cc. Arnold, 
wishes to expand and diversify its pro- 
duction activities to include a U. S. line 
in the steel tube and steel sheet process- 
ing field. 


The company, an old established firm 
cing steel and wood furniture, in- 
cluding precision steel tubes and steel 
tube beds, hospital equipment, etc., also 
will consider manufacturing any Amer- 
jean product having a good market po- 
tential, to which its facilities can be 
adapted. 

Arnold reportedly maintains a found- 
ry, screw factory, and tube mill, with 
a staff force totaling 1,200, including 
experienced technicians. Its sales or- 
ganization reportedly covers the auto- 
mobile and machine industries; firms 
handling iron, steel, and building ma- 
terials, furniture, and household goods; 
and hospitals, chain stores, etc. Proposed 
expanded operations will include exports 
to other European countries. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond with L. & C. Arnold, 13 Arnold- 
sirasse, Kempen/Ndrh., Germany. 





talian Inventor Offers 
Glass Coating Process 


Ferdinando Diomei, an Italian in- 
yentor of a special glass coating, and 
the process for the application of the 
coating on ship propellers, wishes to 
enter into a licensing arrangement with 
an American firm for the manufacture 
of the product in the United States. 

The particular advantage of this coat- 
ing, according to Mr. Diomei, is that 


‘it prevents the formation of dirt on 


the propellers, resulting in increased 
ficiency. Tests made on the invention 
also indicate that it serves to reduce 
the consumption of power by as much 
a 15 percent. 

Supplemental information, in Italian, 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
feau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 


“Interested firms also are invited to 
orespond with Ferdinando Diomei, 
Fratelli Bronzetti 9, Milan, Italy. 





Five Netherlands Towns 
Want New Industries 


towns in the largely rural dis- 

of Northeast Overijssel Province 

the Netherlands have indicated that 

industries to serve the European 

Y Market would be welcomed 
‘the area. 

he industrial planners of the Prov- 
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ince point to the advantages of setting 
up new factories in Overijssel, such as 
a surplus of labor, good communica- 
tions, modern schools and other munici- 
pal facilities, and the Central Govern- 
ment’s subsidy system for factories in 
underindustrialized parts of the Nether- 
lands. 


An attractive brochure, in Dutch, 
outlining the advantages of establishing 
new industries in Dedemsvaart, Harden- 
berg, Vroomshoop, Vriezenveen, and 
Gramsbergen, is available upon request 
from the Burgemeester (mayor) of any 
of the towns. 


Agricultural Land 
Offered in Congo 


Agricultural land totaling 10,250 hec- 
tares and suitable fer farming and 
cattle raising on the Biano plateau of 
the Belgian Congo is offered to a U. S. 
investor by the owner, A. Schols. 


The property, according to Mr. Schols, 
includes five sections each containing 
a house for supervisors, a camp for 
native workers, stable, dipping tank, 
garage, workshop, etc. Two of the five 
sections are equipped for the raising 
of hogs, which other amenities include 
a dairy, cheesery with cellar for storage 
of dairy products, etc. 


Full exploitation rights on 9,061 hec- 
tares of the land on bail emphyteotique 
(emphyteusis) until 1988 also are of- 
fered the investor. 


The farm land is situated some 100 
kilometers from Kolwezi, 140 kilometers 
from Jadotville, and 260 kilometers from 
Elizabeth, the established markets for 
agricultural products. 


Interested parties are invited to write 
to A. Schols, Elevages de Kiankwali, 
Dilongo Yulu, Province of Katanga, Bel- 
gian Congo. 








Foreign Visitors ... 


(Continued from page 16) 
(America) Inc., 510 W. 6th St., Los An- 
geles, Calif., and/or 425 Park Ave., 
New York 22, N. Y. Itinerary: San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, Tampa, Miami, 
December 3-11; Central and South 
America, Tampa and New York, Feb- 
ruary 10-17. 


Union of South Africa 


Bernard Lazarus, representing Truck 
& Car Co. (Benoni). Ltd., P. O. Box 29, 
Benoni, Transvaal, is interested in visit- 
ing automotive factories for cars and 
trucks; also interested in representing 
U. S. motor and truck firms in South 
Africa. Scheduled to arrive about mid- 
December via New York for a 1- or 2- 
month visit. U. S. address: c/o. Barbi- 
zon Plaza Hotel, New York; or South 
African Consulate General, 6ist at Mad- 
ison Ave., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York, Detroit, and Chicago. 


INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 


Belgian Producers 
Want To Diversify 


Two producers in Belgium, manufac- 
turers of industrial chains and indus- 
trial gate valves, cocks and cranes, etc., 
would like to conclude licensing agree- 
ments for the manufacture of related 
American industrial products. 


Chaines & Roues Galand, S.P.R.L., 
manufacturer and exporter of all types 
of chains, desires a licensing arrange- 
ment with a U. S. firm for the manu- 
facture of any type of special chain. 
The Galand company manufactures gall 
chains for any power. and slow speed 
drives; bush chains; sprocket wheels; 
chains with top plates; etc. 


A brochure describing the company’s 
products is available for review on loan 
from the Investment Development Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreé£n Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. Interested firms also 
are invited to write to Chaines & Roues 
Galand, 28 rue Thonar, Alleur-Liege. 


S. A. Manta, manufacturer of indus- 
trial gate valves, cocks and cranes, etc., 
wishes to conclude an agreement for 
the manufacture of any type of mass- 
production machinery. 


Manta would like particularly to man- 
ufacture. under license products of an 
American firm which already has an 
established sales organization in Eu- 
rope but would like to establish manu- 
facturing - facilities to meet the antici- 
pated requirements of the European 
Common Market. 


Established in 1925, Manta is said to 
be one of the leading firms in its field 
in Belgium. A descriptive brochure pre- 
pared by the company also is available 
for review on loan from BFC’s Invest- 
ment Development Division. 


Interested parties are invited to write 
to S. A. Manta, rue Basse, Waasmun- 
ster, Belgium. 





Packaging Machinery Line 
Wanted by English Firm 


Furnival & Co., Ltd., English manu- 
facturer of high-grade paper conversion 
machinery, guillotines, and cutting and 
creasing machinery, is seeking a line of 
packaging and allied machinery to 
utilize additional plant capacity. 


Established in 1859, the Furnival 
company was recently reorganized for 
an expanded and diversified production 
program to include engineering products 
having a good market value on the 
European and Commonwealth markets. 
Facilities are available for products 
weighing up to approximately 11 tons. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with R. L. Furnival, director, 
Reddish, Stockport, Cheshire, England. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Italian Industries Fair in lran 
Major Effort To Promote Trade 


Italy’s Industry Fair, which took place in Tehran, October 4-26, 
represented a great effort to acquaint Iran with the broad range of 
Italian industry and was by far the largest foreign exhibit held in Iran. 


More than 300,000 people visited the fair. 


Emphasis in terms of space and key 
positions occupied was placed on motor 
vehicles, including motor scooters, heavy 
construction equipment, petroleum in- 
dustry, shipbuilding, electrical equip- 
ment, and industrial machinery. High 
interest also was shown in the relatively 
modest exhibits for sewing machines, 
bakery equipment, and olive oil ma- 
chinery. 

Italy’s well-known consumer goods 
such as hats, textiles, food products, 
sweaters, purses, and artware also were 
displayed. The presence of Italian-made 
refrigerators and cooking stoves was 
effective and somewhat surprising to 
Iranians who had never pictured Italy 
as a producer of these items. Most of 
the items were on sale and business 
was particularly brisk for candies, toys, 
sweaters, leather work, and costume 
jewelry. 

Large Part of Goods Sold 


An estimated 80 percent of the in- 
dustrial and other hard goods on ex- 
hibition had been sold’ by the closing 
day and an additional 10 months has 
been allotted by the Iranian Govern- 
ment when remaining equipment may be 
held by the fair pending sale or re- 
export, 

Planners of the fair hoped to ac- 
complish three things: Promote the 
sale of Italian goods in general, make 
Iranians aware of the range and stature 
of Italian industry, and seek local sales 
representatives for individual manufac- 
turers. In addition, there is little doubt 
that the fair also acted as an instru- 
ment of foreign policy to further Italian 
prestige and influence in the Middle 
East. In the past 2 years, Italian eco- 
nomic activity in Iran has grown from 
a negligible to a significant level. A 
precedent-shattering oil agreement was 
signed with the Iranian Government by 
AGIP Mineraria, the Italian exploration 
company, and other firms have gained 
important engineering, survey; construc- 
tion, and supply contracts with Iran’s 
7-Year Plan Organization. Italy is at 
present Iran’s eighth most important 
trading country. 


Goal Achieved 


Certainly the fair helped to achieve 
the goal of acquainting Iran with Italy’s 
important industrial position, since most 
Iranians have known Italy’s commercial 
and economic aspects chiefly through 
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silks and other luxury fabrics, shoes, 
and soft goods. 

Cost of the fair, an estimated $2 mil- 
lion, was shared by the Italian Govern- 
ment and the exhibitors. Income from 
gate receipts was shared equally with 
Iran’s Red Lion and Sun Society, which 
is similar to the Red Cross. 


A copy of the official catalog for the 
fair is available, on loan, from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C.— 
U. S. Embassy, Tehran. 


U. S. Machinery in 
Santiago Farm Show 


U. S. manufacturers of _ tractors, 
earth-moving equipment, and all types 
of agricultural tools were represented by 
their local Chilean agents at the 10th 
Annual Exposition of the National Ag- 
ricultural Society in Santiago, October 
25-November 3. 





Although there was no direct foreign 
participation, products from Canada, 
Denmark, England, France, Germany, 
Italy, and Sweden also were displayed 
through local agents. 


About 500,000 visitors attended the 
exposition. Held annually, it is generally 
considered the most important event of 
its kind in Chile. The main purpose of 
the exposition is to show agricultural 
products and equipment but this year’s 
exhibits included automobiles and 
trucks, agricultural machinery, nitrates 
and fertilizers, plastics, chemicals, food- 
stuffs, and metallurgical, petroleum, 
and veterinary products. The exposi- 
tion covered an area of about 90,000 
square meters. 


In view of the expansion of the ex- 
position’s industrial sector, more U. S. 
firms may wish to consider participation 
through their local agents. The next 
event will be held sometime in October 
1959.—U. S. Embassy, Santiago. 


Tanganyika’s sugar production has in- 
creased steadily since 1951 when the 
colony produced only 10,000 short tons, 
raw equivalent, according to the For- 
eign Agricultural Service. 

The 1958 crop is estimated at 28,000 
tons, 


ee 


British Show Features 
Commercial Vehicles 


The 19th International Commergig 
Motor Transport Exhibition held ag 
Earls Court, London, September 26-O¢. 
tober 4, featured a large variety of 
trucks, buses, trailers, accessories. ang 
components, tires, and garage equip. 
ment. 

From the standpoint of both sales 
and attendance the show reportedly 
was a success. No exact sales figures 
were made available; however, several 
sales amounting to from £2 million t 
£3 million each were reported by indi- 
vidual exhibitors (£1=—US$2.80). One 
firm reportedly booked orders for 2,00 
taxicabs. 

Total attendance at this year’s show 
was 112,137, as compared with attend. 
ance of 99,041 at the 1956 show. This 
figure included 3,641 oversea visitors 
representing some 70 countries. 
Exports Grow in Importance 

Export of commercial vehicles is be. 
coming an_ increasingly important 
source of income to the United King. 
dom; exports reached 81,685 units in 
the first 8 months of 1958, out of & total 
of 201,516 units produced. An interna- 
tional comparison of commercial: ve 
hicle exports over the first 6 months of 
1958 indicates that British commercial 
vehicle exports were only 13,000 less 
than the combined exports of Western 
Germany, France, and Italy. 

United Kingdom exports of parts and 
accessories for all motor vehicles for 
the 8 months ended August 1958 totaled 
£87.9 million, compared with £81.6 mil 
lion for 1957. 


World Exposition 
Planned in Congo 


Plans for an international fair in 1961 
to mark the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of Elisabethville have been an- 
nounced in the local press, according to 
the U. S. Consulate in that city. 

A planning committee has been ap 
pointed to draw up a broad outline for 
the fair, and special committees will be 
appointed for specific activities such a 
sports events, artistic, scientific, and 
cultural exhibits. 

The fair is to be under the honoraty 
presidency of the Governor of Katanga 
Province and sponsored and _ financed 
jointly by the City of Elisabethville and 
the Province at a cost of about $1.4 mil 
lion. The fair is to last about 15 days 

Approximately 100 local firms already 
have announced their intention to par 
ticipate in the exposition, which 
cover three separate areas in the city- 
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the municipal theater and grounds, the 
football stadium, and the Elisabethville 
museum and grounds. All three will be 

ted with a dual roadway, part of 
which is already in existence. 


Although plans are, at present, only 
in the formative stage, the fair may 
well present a valuable opportunity for 
firms interested in extending commer- 
gal relations with Central Africa. 


California Set for 
World Fabric Show 


Ménufacturers of fabrics are invited 
to participate in an International Fabric 
Exposition to be held in the spring of 
1959 by the California State Fair and 
Exposition in Sacramento. 

Although the California State Fair 
will not be held until September 2-13, 
1959, the judging for the International 
Fabric Exposition will start on April 
2, 1959, in order to take advantage of 
the seasonal aspects of the fabrics mar- 
ket, All gold medal winning manufac- 
turers will be given the privilege of 
forwarding adequate yardage of the 
award winning fabrics to be displayed 
during the exposition in September. 

Entries will be separated into three 
dasses for competition purposes. Class 
I will include innovation, and judging 
will be made on the basis of new fabric 
fnishes or new blends or combinations 
of fibers. Class IT is for apparel fabrics 
and will include cottons, nylon, dacron, 
orion, rayons, satins, silks, woolens, 
blended fabrics, and miscellaneous ap- 
parel fabrics. Class III will include 
drapery and upholstery fabrics. 

All entries from outside the continen- 
tal United States must be forwarded to 
the Consulate General, Chamber of 
Commerce, or Trade Commissioner of 
that country nearest to Sacramento, so 
that the materials may be cleared 
through Customs. Entries should be 
submitted early enough to permit for- 
warding of the items to Sacramento so 
that they are received prior to April 
20, 1959. Entries close on April 15, 1959. 

A fee of $10 for each entry must ac- 
company the entry form and should be 
made payable to the California State 
Fair and Exposition. All entries must 
be made on official entry blanks which 
may be obtained by writing to the Cali- 
fornia State Fair and Exposition, Fabric 
Exposition, P. O. Box 2036, Sacramento 
9, Calif. Each entry will consist of a 
watch of fabric 24 inches long. 

Fabrics which have previously won 
awards at the California State Fair will 
_ permitted to enter the competi- 








Burma’s exportable supplies of rice 
in 1959 are expected to be considerably 
greater than in the preceding year, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 
Rice acreage increased and crop con- 

have been quite favorable, 
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SUP UEAUUADU ADEE TEETH 


A gift from the United States, the 
American Theater and the esplanade 
in front of the U. S. pavillion at the 
Brussels World’s Fair, has been ac- 
cepted by the Belgian Government. 


The theater has been universally ac- 
claimed as an aesthetic achievement of 
the highest order. In accordance with 
contractual obligations, the U. S. pa- 
vilion itself will be demolished.—U. S. 
Embassy, Brussels. 





The Chinese Government in Taipei 
will participate in the Washington 
State International Trade Fair in Se- 
attle, April 24-May 3, 1959, according 
to a recent announcement. 

A merchandising Clinic will be held 
in conjunction with the fair in various 
Seattle department stores from April 
19-22. It is anticipated that most of the 
Chinese firms with exhibits at the fair 
also will take part in the clinic. 


The Government previously had an- 
nounced its intention to participate in 
the California International Trade Fair 
in Los Angeles, April 1-12, 1959. 





RiLa, the Swedish National Agri- 
cultural Show, will be opened in Jon- 
koping on May 29, 1959, by the King of 
Sweden. The main agricultural event for 
the year, to run through June 7, will 
include sections on animal husbandry, 
machinery, implements, housekeeping, 
and handicraft. 

Copies of a brochure on the show 
are available upon request from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
any Department of Commerce Field Of- 
fice—U. S. Embassy, Stockholm. 





Eighty-five delegates from 19 nations 
attended the 1958 convention of the 
Union of International Fairs held in Sa- 
lonika, Greece, October 21-23. Forty- 
four fairs were represented. 

The U. S. World Trade Fair, which 
will stage its 3d annual fair in the 
New York Coliseum, May 8-19, 1959, is 
the only U. S. member of the Union.— 
U. S. Consulate General, Salonika. 





Sponsors of the 17th International St. 
Erik’s Fair in Stockholm have an- 
nounced that a special closed section 
will be available at the 1959 fair, Sep- 
tember 2-13. The section wiK be de- 
voted to exhibitors of capital goods 
who. do not want their exhibits open to 
the general public. 





The Chinese communist pavilion re- 
portedly was favored as the best na- 


STUUAVUVNONAVAUUUAVOOUAV EVEL AUENEO LAD EPOUUOUAOGYODEDAVOGEOUODEUAUOOUOUOUEUEGHULODADOUEUOO OOD ONOOEOENOUEGEOOOOOAUEOEOOOODEDEDEOOOUOO OO EG OOOO DOOEDEOEOOODEDEO ENSUE 


FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 


VUUEUEVETU MOAT HEAL OUAUEOODUUETEGEOEROTUUATCUDPOEAUERA UAE ATEN NNN NAH NEA 


TRADE FAIR BRIEFS 


al Fair. An estimated 600,000 people 
attended the fair, which closed Novem- 
ber 2.—U. S. Embassy, Tunis. 





France will participate officially in 5 
international exhibits and 8 trade shows 
in the United States in 1959. Exhibits 
will be managed by the Comite Perma-~* 
nent des Foires et Manifestations Eco- 
nomiques a |]’Etranger, in Paris, and 
the French Expositions in the United 
States, Inc., in New York. These events 
will include international trade fairs 
scheduled in Chicago, Houston, Los An- 
geles, New York, and Portland, as well 
as various industry shows for sporting 
goods, radios, confections, jewelry, hard- 
ware, linens, and petroleum. 





Helsinki’s press reports that the So- 
viet Government has requested the Fin- 
nish Government to postpone the sched- 
uled trip of a Finnish delegation which 
was leaving for Moscow to make prepa- 
rations for a Finnish Industrial Trade 
Fair in Moscow in 1959, The reason 
given was that the delegation’s visit 
was not appropriate at this time.—vU. S. 
Embassy, Helsinki. 





The Iranian Government is now mak- 
ing plans for a national exhibition in 
Tehran in 1961, to commemorate the 
country’s agricultural, industrial, and 
social development over the 40-year pe- 
riod, 1921-1961. A site of 1 million 
square meters in Shemiran, the north- 
ern suburbs of Tehran, has been ac- 
quired for the exhibition. Following the 
all-Iranian fair, the grounds will become 
available for exhibitions of other na- 
tions, international fairs, or exhibits by 
individual firms.——U. S. Embassy, 
Tehran. 





The Netherlands Government will 
participate for the first time in the 
National Association of Home Builders 
Convention and Exposition in Chicago, 
January 18-22, 1959. The. exhibit will 
feature building products from the 
Netherlands, wallpapers, decorative tiles, 
floor coverings, fencing, and hardware. 





An International Convention and Ex- 
hibition of Transistors and Associated 
Semiconductor Devices is planned by 
the Radio and Telecommunications Sec- 
tion of*the Institution of Electrical En- 
gineers at Earls Court, London, May 
21-27, 1959. The exhibition is being ar- 
ranged by Industrial and Trade Fairs, 
Drury House, Russell Street, London, 
W.C.2.—U. S. Embassy, London. 


(Continued on page 31) 
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Brazil Proposes Port 
Improvement Program 


The President of Brazil has sent to 
Congress .a bill calling for creation 
of a mixed Government-private company 
for dredging service throughout the 
country, The Government would hold 
51 percent of the shares of the new 
firm and private interests the remainder. 


.. A message accompanying the. draft 
Jegislation expressed the belief that 
many of the existing dredging com- 
panies and several of the port adminis-- 
trations would wish to participate in 
the enterprise. 

Four suction dredges and auxiliary 
equipment to be obtained in the United 
States under the outstanding $15 mil- 
lion Eximbank loan and the 1-suction 
and -2-hopper dredges already ordered 
from the Netherlands, which with ad- 
ditional material will cost $6.8 million, 
would represent the bulk of the pro- 
jected company’s fleet. 

The proposal for creation of the 
dredging enterprise follows by only a 
few days a Ministry of Transport an- 
nouncement of a project for transforma- 
tion of the National Department of 
Ports, Rivers, and Canals into an “au- 
tarquis”—a government entity having 
considerable administrative and financial 
autonomy. 

Both proposals represent steps in 
the Government's efforts to improve 
Brazil’s port system. They stem from 
and supplement the creation in July 
of the port fund, which is designed 
to provide an estimated 2.5 billion 
cruzeiors a year for financing port re- 
habilitation (140 cruzeiros=US$1 at 
free market rate of exchange).—U. S. 
Embassy, Rio de Janeiro. 


British Airlines Request 
Services to Rotterdam 


Trade Air Ltd., established at South- 
end, England, has asked British air 
authorities for permission to open 
freight service with Vikings on a route 
from Southend to Rotterdam and/or 
Hamburg, and/or Copenhagen, and/or 
Malmo, and/or Gothenburg, and/or 
Stockholm. 

The company intends to begin with 
eight round trips a month and later 
increase to 30 a month. 

The company has requested to oper- 
ate for a 7-year period beginning Jan- 
uary 1, 

Orion, established at Airport Black- 
bushe, has requested permission to op- 
erate a freight service between Coven- 
try and Rotterdam, and/or Antwerp, 
and/or Dusseldorf. Thé company wishes 
to use Vikings-in the service and later 
also Bristol-170 planes. One round trip 
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a week will be made in the beginning, 
to be increased later to seven round 
trips a week. Orion also has requested 
permission to operate for a 7-year pe- 
riod beginning January 1.—U. S. .Con- 
sulate General, Rotterdam, 





Swiss Railways Ask 
Increase in Fares 


Swiss Federal Railways, to avoid a 
deficit, has asked the Federal Council 
to. authorize an increase in rail fares 
to become effective on September 1, 
1959 at the latest. 

An average increase of 10.8 percent 
is proposed by. a conference of Swiss 
transportation companies, consisting of 
Federal and private railways, according 
to the press. 

In its proposed budget for 1959, Swiss 
Railways foresees a 30 million franc 
deficit as a result of continued improve- 
ment of all lines and the purchase of 
new rolling stock. Revenues are ex- 
pected to drop by about 40 million 
frances, compared with 1957 revenues, 
which showed a 24 million franc net in- 
crease.—U. S. Embassy, Bern. 


Large Dam To Be Built 
On Niger River, Nigeria 





The Electricity Corporation of Nigeria 
has announced that the consulting en- 
gineers’ preliminary report on the pro- 
posed building of a 60-foot dam at 
Jebba*on the Niger River is soon to 
be released. 

The dam, to cost between $55 million 
and $115 million, would supply between 
400 and 500 megawatts of electric power 
and control the flow of the river. 

A report is also soon to be issued on 
the feasibility of building a smaller 
dam at Shiroro Gorge on the Kaduna 
River. 

No final decision is likely on these 
projects for several months.—U, S. Con- 
sulate General, Lagos, 


Financing Offered for 
Paraguayan Utilities 


Argentineans are interested in invest- 
ing in public utilities in cities of the 
interior of Paraguay, according to the 
Paraquayan press, 

Argentine investors have made offers 
to the Paraguayan Ministry of Public 
Works and Communication based on a 
“letter of intention’ submitted by the 
Consultative Company of Urban Work- 
ers of Argentina. The letter provides 
for construction of water systems in 
San Bernardino, Caacupe, Ita, Encarn- 
acion, Villarrica, and others and also 
includes the possibility of supplying 
electricity to about 20 cities of the 
interior.—U, S. Embassy, Asuncion, 


——— 


Bridge To Be Built 
In N. Rhodesia | 


An important bridge is to be buij 
in Northern Rhodesia over the Cham. 
beshi River on the Mpika-Kasama roaq 


The bridge, which will be the longest 
reinforced concrete and the first pre. 
stressed concrete bridge in the Tery. 
tory, will be about 35 feet high abow 
the level of the river bed and wij 
have 7 equal spans with a total length 
between abutments of 550 feet, Thy 
traffic lane will be 24 feet wide am 
the two footpaths 4 feet wide. About 
2,000 cubic yards of concrete, 57 tops 
of steel reinforcement, and nearly 17 
miles of high tensile wire will be used 
in construction; and over 4 miles of 
new approach roads will be built, ip 
cluding lengthy embankments over the 
flood plain. The only longer bridge ix 
the territory is a steel truss bridg 
across Luangwa River between Lusaka 
and Fort Jameson. 


Total cost of the bridge is placa} 


at £92,000, four-fifths of which wil 
be found from grants totaling £30960 
from British colonial development an 
welfare funds. 

The bridge, which will be about ? 
miles downstream from a pontoon crogs- 
ing, probably will be opened to traffic 
some time next year. 


Flood Dams To Be Built 


In Panuco River, Mexico 


A large flood-control dam is to k 
built in the Panuco River Basin o 
Mexico, and other dams are plannei 
for the area. 

The first dam, according to the press, 
will be built by the Ministry of Hydrav 
lic Resources at the confluence of th 
Tampaon and Valles Rivers at El Pujl 
near Ciudad Valles, San Luis Potosi 
Reportedly the structure will be 5.4 kile 
meters long and 43 meters high, 


Almost every year the Panuco River, 
which empties into the Gulf of Mexia 
at Tampico, floods large areas in te 
States of Tamaulipas and San Luis Po 
tosi. Damage caused in these areas, # 
well as throughout Mexico, has f 
attention on flood control, and the Mir 
istry states that surveys have bee 
made throughout the Panuco Basin 
determine locations for the other dam 


U. S. exports of mohair—includg 
other wool-like specialty _ haiti 
creased about. 2 percent during. da 
uary-September 1958 from a ye 
earlier, the Foreign Agricultural Se* 
ice reports, 

U. S. mohair prices this year hat 
been substantially lower than last y@ 
but have increased in recent montis 
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Road Link Opened 
In Newfoundland 


A new stretch of highway from Hare 
Bay to Valleyfield on the northeast 
coast of Newfoundland was opened on 
November 8. 

The new link makes road travel pos- 
sible from St. John’s on the southeast 
qast of Newfoundland to Ladle Cover 
on the extreme northeast coast. 


Plans are now underway to build a 
further link from Gander Bay, in the 
same area, to Gander, a distance of ap- 

imately 40 miles. That link, ex- 
to be completed by 1960, will 
complete a circular road from Gambo 
o the Trans-Canada Highway to Gan- 
der, farther west. Highway travel will 
then be possible from St. John’s to Port 
gux Basques on the west coast of New- 
foundland. 

Construction of the gravel-surface 
Hare Bay-Valleyfield road was begun 
about 6 years ago and was completed 
at a cost of approximately C$2 mil- 
lion (1 Canadian dollar = approximately 
US$1.03). Although the road link is 
wnly about 40 miles long, it has made 
travel possible for about 100 miles to 
the north from Gambo. 

Opening’ of the northern region of 
Newfoundland augurs a brighter future 
for the people of the aréa and the pos- 
sibility of an improved economy and a 
better standard of living. Before the 
new road section was opened the area 
now serviced by it and which embodies 
a score or more of small communities 
was completely isolated, 





Ecuadoran Airline 
Initiates Services 


Linea Internacional Aerea, a recently 
formed Ecuadoran airline, on October 
Binitiated freight and passenger serv- 
ite between Quito and Guayaquil. Six 
found trips a week are scheduled be- 
tween Guayaquil and Quito, Monday 
through Saturday, at an advertised pas- 
senger rate of about US$15 a round 
tip and about US$8.50 one way. 

The line owns two C-46 aircraft and 

is contracting for two DC-4’s from the 
United States. It is financially inde- 
Pendent of any other airline but is at- 
fmpting to negotiate financial and 
Toute agreements with Panamanian air 
line APSA. 
’ Attempts are being made to receive 
Permission from the Governments con- 
cerned to operate with DC-4 aircraft 
two rout e—Guayaquil-Quito-Botota- 
Caracas-Havana-Miami; and Guayaquil- 
Quito-Bogota -Guatemala-Mexico City- 
Los Angeles. 

Another company plan is to initiate 
in about a month weekly round trip 
fights from Guayaquil to the Galapagos 
Islands. The fare would be about US$60 
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round trip. The company plans to have 
a yacht or other vessel stationed in the 
Islands to serve as a hotel for tourists. 
—U. S. Embassy, Quito. 





India To Develop 
Additional Ports 


The Government of India plans to es- 
tablish a second major port in the 
Calcutta region, the Indian Minister for 
Transport and Communications has 
stated. 

A committee has also been constituted 
for selection of suitable intermediate 
ports in India for intensive develop- 
ment in order of priority. 

The Government is trying to obtain 
the services of experts to advise on 
location of the Calcutta port. 


Pan Am To Add Flights 
On New York-Nassau Run 


Pan American World Airways nonstop 
services between New York and Nassau, 
Bahamas, were planned to be increased 
from four times weekly to daily flights 
beginning December 1, the company has 
announced. 

On the same date Pan Am will place 
Douglas DC-7C Clippers on the 1,100- 
mile run, cutting northbound flying time 
from 4 hours and 20 minutes to 3 hours 
and 50 minutes, and southbound from 
4% to 4 hours. 

Southbound flights will depart from 
New York International Airport daily 
at 10:30 a.m. and arrive in Nassau at 
2:30 p.m. Northbound flights will depart 
from Nassau daily at 4:00 p. m. and ar- 
riving in New York at 7:50 p. m. All 
flights provide both first- and tourist- 
class accommodations, The roundtrip 
first-class fare from New York is 
$194.10, tourist-class $147.60. Special 30- 
day excursion fares, $163.30 first-class 
and $143.10 tourist, are available until 
December 15. 








Highway Bridge Completed 
At Sinnamary, Fr. Guiana 


The highway bridge at Sinnamary, 
French Guiana, has been completed and 
was opened to traffic on October 15. 

The new bridge will be a significant 
improvement to the Territory's pros- 
pective most important motor route— 
that leading from Cayenne along the 
coast and through the forest to St. 
Laurent du Maroni. Need for a ferry 
crossing over the Sinnamary River is 
eliminated, but there are still two ferries 
between Cayenne and Sinnamary, one 
over the Cayenne River and one over 
the Kourou, A crude ferry also is in use 
to cross the Mana River at St. Sabbat 
between Sinnamary and St. Laurent, 
though a bridge is now under construc- 


tion at that point.—U, S. Consulate, 
Martinique, 
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Polish Lines, Conference 
Conclude Shipping Pact 


Members of the Karmahom Liners’ 
Conference, Bombay, have concluded 
friendly working arrangements with the 
Polish Ocean Line whereby shipment of 
cargo to Hamburg and ports in Poland 
will not invalidate shippers’ claims for 
a deferred commission, it has heen an- 
nounced. 


The line and the conference have 
also agreed that cargo to Gdynia will 
be freighted at the same rates as those 
to other North Continental main ports. 


Polish Ocean Line has not been ad- 
mitted as a member of the conference, 
a conference official reports. Shippers 
patronizing conference members and in 
consequence claiming deferred commis- 
sion on their shipments, will not, how- 
ever, be debarred from receiving such 
commission, when booking cargo with 
Polish Ocean Line for delivery at the 
ports of Hamburg and Gdynia. Polish 
Ocean Line for its part will not quote 
lower freight rates than those stipu- 
lated by conference members for simi- 
lar types of cargo. 


Karmahom Liners’ Conference has 19 
members, of which 2 are American ship- 
ping companies, American President 
Lines and American Export Lines. ‘The 
two Indian members of the conference 
are the Scindia Steam Navigation Co. 
of Bombay and India Steamship Co. of 
Calcutta.—U. S. Consulate, Bombay. 





New Cargo Service Opened 
Between Bombay and U.S. 


_Orient Mideast Lines of New York 
has announced inauguration of a new 
monthly cargo service between the port 
of Bombay, India, and American Gulf 
and Atlantic ports. 

The service was expected to be for- 
mally inaugurated in Bombay on No- 
vember 26, when the company’s motor 
vessel Mitera Marigo, built in 1958, was 
scheduled to arrive. 

Although the service is mainly in- 
tended for transport of. cargo, including 
vegetable oils in bulk, a limited num- 
ber of passengers will be carried. 

James Mackintosh & Company Pri- 
vate Limited, Darabshaw House, Bal- 
lard Estate, Bombay 1, has been desig- 
nated as the local agents of the New 
York firm.—U. S. Consulate, Bombay. 





BEWAG, the Berlin power company, 
plans to expand of its power capacity 
from 565,000 kilowatts to almost 1 mil- 
lion kilowatts in 1964, 

The work will necessitate an invest- 
ment of 125 million German marks, the 
equivalent of US$30 million. 
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TRANSPORTATION NOTES 


SOPUUNAAAL AEA 


Netherlands Harbor Construction 
Company, Amsterdam, has received a 
contract to extend the harbor at Va- 
letta, Malta, at a cost of 20 million 
guilders, the equivalent of US$5 million. 
An Irish subsidiary of the Netherlands 
firm will participate in the project.— 
U. S. Embassy, The Hague. 





Operational details of the Indo-Soviet 
shipping service are defined in an agree- 
ment signed in New Delhi on October 
30. 


India will establish a Secretariat at 
Bombay that it may have day-to-day 
coordination with Sovfracht, the Soviet 
shipping authority, which also will ap- 
point a permanent representative in 
that city. 

The shipping service was established 
in 1956 with 12 vessels, 6 from each 
country.—U, S. Embassy, New Delhi. 





The Brazilian Merchant Marine Com- 
mission has announced that effective 
November 20 freight rates for coast- 
wise shipping will be increased 30 per- 
cent. 

The Commission says the increase 
will replace a monthly subsidy of 55 
million cruzeiros which the Government 
pays shipping companies to enable them 
to cover the cost of a 1957 wage in- 
crease for Maritime personnel (140 
cruzeiros=US$1 at free-market rate of 
exchange). In addition, the .Adminis- 
trator of the Port of Rio de Janeiro 
has made public his intention to seek 
a 25-precent increase in port charges 
to meet a recent- increase in salaries 
for some port workers.—U. S. Embassy, 
Rio de Janeiro, 





Ship repair yards are now being built 
at Belawan and Ambon, Indonesia. The 
former will be the first to be built in 
North Sumatra. Ships are now towed 
to Djakarta or Surabaya for repairs. 


The Shipping Ministry states that the 
Planning Bureau is studying ways of 
financing the construction. Yugoslavian 
credit is believed to be a strong possi- 
bility for Belawan, and Colombo Plan 
assistance may be requested for Am- 
bon.—U. S. Embassy, Djakarta. 





The Italian airline Alitalia, which has 
entered into an agreement with the 
Government of India to extend its air 
services to that country, plans to op- 
erate two regular services a week be- 
tween Bombay and Rome via Karachi 
beginning in March. 

Douglas aircraft will be used in the 
services, a company official states, and 
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Alitalia also plans at a later date to 
extend the services to Australia as im- 
migration to that country from Italy 
increases.—U, S. Consulate, Bombay. 

Iraqi Airways on November 5 re- 
sumed flights between Baghdad and 
Beirut at the rate of three times a 
week. Service between Baghdad and 
Beirut was suspended 6 months ago 
when trouble broke out in Lebanon. 

The airways’ service between Bagh- 
dad and Tehran also was resumed on 
November 5 at the rate of two flights 
a week. Service to Tehran was sus- 
pended on July 14, the day of the revo- 
lution. 

Service between Baghdad-Karachi- 
New Delhi, also suspended in July, will 
not be resumed for the present. Iraqi 
authorities intend to extend the line 
passing through Karachi and New Delhi 
to other Far Eastern countries, includ- 
ing communist China.—U, S, Embassy, 
Baghdad. 





Qantas Empire Airways of Australia 
planned on December 7 to begin a once 
weekly Trans-Tasman_ service under 
charter from Tasman Empire Airways. 

The service, using a Constellation, 
will implement the terms of a recent 
agreement between Australia and New 
Zealand. The Qantas service will be 
from Melbourne to Auckland to Nandi 
on Sundays and return on Mondays.— 
U. S. Embassy, Wellington. 





Karmahom Liners’ Conference, Bom- 
bay, announced on November 7 a 20- 


(Continued on page 30) 


Zurich To Share in Raise 
In Capital of Swissair 


In a referendum vote the population 
of the Canton of Zurich has accepted 
by a large majority the Canton’s par- 
ticipation in a capital increase for 
Swissair by the amount of 745,500 Swiss 
francs, Under Swiss Federal law, 30 
percent of Swissair’s basic capital must 
be in the possession of public organ- 
izations. 

Inasmuch as the Canton of Zurich 
has recently voted in favor of expan- 
sion of the Zurich airport, the favor- 
able vote on capital expansion for 
Swissair indicates that the citizens are 
desirous that the airline which maintains 
its principal operating base in their city, 
keep its position as a major European 
line.—U. S. Embassy, Bern, 





i 


Aerolineas Peruanas 
To Lower Some Fares 


The Peruvian Bureau of Civil Avia. 
tion has been authorized to permit 
Peruvian International Airlines (APSA) 


to grant a 10-percent discount on inter. 
national passenger tickets sold to Pery. 
vians or foreign nationals having lega} 
residence in Peru, 

The authority, granted by a Supreme 
Resolution No. 348 dated October 24 
has not been made public, nor has the 
Bureau issued regulations to make jt 
effective. 


According to the ‘resolution, the dis. 
count will be in effect until such time 
as the Republics of the South Ameri. 
can Continent reach a general agree. 
ment which would accord Peruvian air. 
lines just and equitable treatment baseg 
on reciprocity. 

Reference is made to Peru's giyil 
aviation bilateral agreements with sey. 
eral countries but that because of the 
absence of Peruvian international air. 
lines in the past the -benefits of the 
agreements were received by foreign 
airlines only. 


The passenger fare discount appar. 
ently is permitted in lieu of a Govern. 
ment subsidy. When put into effect, it 
will reduce APSA passenger fares from 
Lima to Miami, via TAN from Teguci- 
galpa, from $165. to $148.50—U. S. Em. 
bassy, Lima. 





Aer Lingus To Open 
Continental Runs 


The Irish airline Aer Lingus plans to 
open new Continental services linking 
Dublin for the first time with Scandi- 
navia and Portugal. 

Beginning in April the line proposes 
to operate two round trips a week on 
the Dublin- Manchester - Dusseldorf -Co- 
penhagen route. One Dublin-Lourdes- 
Lisbon round trip a week is planned 
beginning June 1. 

The new services will provide a link 
between Ireland and Scandinavia and 
will give Aer Lingus direct ‘access to 
South Atlantic traffic at Lisbon. 

Services on the Dublin-Lourdes-Rome 
route will again operate in the summer 
of 1959, and with the new Lisbon serv 
ice will provide direct air routes to th 
famous shrines of Lourdes, Fatima, and 
the Eternal City. 

Another new route, Dublin-Paris-2- 
rich, is planned for next summer. Pat 
sengers to Rome will be able to sto 
over at Paris and Zurich, thus including 
visits to three Continental cities at ™ 
extra cost on the Dublin-Rome fare. All 
plans for the new services are subjet 
to the approval of the Governments 
concerned. 
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TRAVEL NOTES 
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Tourist hunting trips and safaris in 
the Stanleyville region, elsewhere in the 
Belgian Congo, the Ruanda-Urundi, and 
suithern Sudan, are being organized by 
the newly formed Hunting Safaris in 
Belgian Congo. 

The company, located at B.P. 1189, 
Stanleyville, also takes photographs 
and motion pictures of the hunting trips 
and safaris——U. S. Consulate General, 
Leopoldville. 





A former mountain health sanatorium 
in Switzerland has been suctessfully 
converted by Leysintours into an in- 
expensive resort, catering principally 
to group tours. 

Remodeling of existing facilities be- 
gan early in 1956 when a swimming 
pool, ski lift, and cable car were added. 
By March of this year, the company 
pose to sixth place among Swiss resorts 
for the number of overnight guests, 


Leysintours hopes to attract lower 
income tourists from the United States 
and other overseas areas at such time 
as transportation rates are reduced.— 
U. 8. Embassy, Bern. 





U. 8. visitors in Denmark, including 
members of the armed forces, repre- 
sented 38 percent of the total number 
of tourists from non-Scandinavian coun- 
tries in the first 7 months of the year. 
The number of U. S. visitors increased 
15 percent, whereas the number of 





Pan American Games 


Scheduled for U. S. 


The Third Pan American Games to be 
held in Chicago, August 27-September 
7, 1959, are expected to attract visitors 
fo the United States from Canada, 
Mexico, and Central and South America. 

In conjunction with the games, Chi- 
cago has scheduled a Festival of Ameri- 
tas, as provided for in the constitution 
of the Pan American Sports Organiza- 
tions. The festival, which will run from 
August 3-September 7, will include 
events such as an exhibit of contempo- 
rary art and architecture of the Ameri- 
tas, a showing of pre-Columbian art, 
toncerts featuring the works of the 
outstanding composer of the Americas 
performed by leading directors and solo- 
ists of the Americas, drama, folk music, 
and song and dance groups. 

A Congress on Specialized Medicine 
in Sports will be held at Northwestern 
University, 
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tourists from all non-Scandinavian coun- 
tries rose only 2 percent. 

Besides excluding tourists from the 
Scandinavian countries, Danish tourist 
statistics also exclude visitors from 
other countries who stay in Denmark 
more than 3 months, have obtained 
working permits, do not stay overnight, 
or stay with private families. 





Tourist arrivals in Israel in the first 
10 months of the year totaled 63,391. 
This number represents an increase of 
nearly 61 percent over the 39,446 arriv- 
als in the corresponding period of 1975. 





Tourism in central and southern 
Africa may be facilitated if favorable 
consideration is given to a proposed 
system of a personal carnet or trip- 
tyque, thereby easing passage of tour- 
ists, their cars, and personal effects. 

The Consultative Committee of the 
Chambers of Commerce for those areas 
is urging consideration.of this plan as 
well as simplification of immigration 
formalities and requirements for tour- 
ists resident in one central or southern 
African country traveling to. another.— 
U. S. Consulate General, Lourenco 
Marques. 





Information Centers 
Open in Hong Kong 


The Hong Kong Tourist Association 
is becoming increasingly aware of ben- 
efits to be derived from tourism and is 
continuing its endeavors to provide the 
traveling public with accurate informa- 
tion and helpful assistance. Two infor- 
mation centers, staffed with trained 
personnel, have been opened by the as- 
sociation to answer tourists’ questions 
and provide them with brochures. A 
third information center will be opened 
in April in the new Kai Tak Airport 
terminal building. 

An extensive promotion and public- 
ity campaign now being prepared will 
carry the story of Hong Kong to all 
the oversea countries from which Hong 
Kong draws the majority of its visitors. 
Negotiations have been opened with 
several leading film companies to pro- 
duce a color motion picture. showing 
the many scenic attractions of Hong 
Kong. More than 100,000 descriptive 
brochures and posters have been sent 
to travel centers and individuals in 
many lands. 

Hong Kong receives an annual in- 
come of approximately $39 million from 
U. S. visitors alone. In the first three- 
quarters of 1958 American tourists to 
Hong Kong numbered 25,901, and each 
tourist is estimated to have spent an 
average of $700 to $800 in addition to 
hotel and subsistence costs. U. S. serv- 
icemen visiting Hong Kong number 
about 140,000 a year; each serviceman 
spends about $72 during his visit. 


More Dollar Exchange 
For Danish Travelers 


Danish travelers now receive a more 
generous allowance of dollars for tour- 
ist and business travel. The following 
modification of its dollar exchange reg- 
ulations was announced by the Danish 
National Bank, effective November 4: 


@ Amount allocated for tourist travel, 
family visits, etc., is increased from 
$100 to $500 for each person per calen- 
dar year. 

@ Limitation of allocation for business 
travel to $30 a day was discontinued. 
Dollars now are made available ih any 
amount requested, provided the amount 
is reasonable in relation to the purpose, 
character, and duration of the contem- 
plated trip. 


By this action, the National Bank 
has adjusted the provisions governing 
allocation of dollars for business. travel 
to be the Same as those applying to 
other currencies. Allocation of dollars 
for tourist travel, however, is still less 
lenient than other currencies, for which 
virtually no limitations exist. 

Modification of the exchange regula- 
tions undoubtedly should be seen in the 
light of improvement in the Danish 
dollar reserves the past year, and also 
may be motivated by a desire to reduce 
discrimination against use of dollars 
for traVel purposes, particularly in view 
of the continuing rise in Danish income 
from American tourists. 


The easing of restrictions on alloca- 
tion of dollars for tourism presumably 
is not expected to result in a drastic 
increase in number of Danish travelers 
to the dollar area because of the rela- 
tively high travel fares, which are 
payable in Danish crowns, and the high 
rate of exchange for dollars, currently 
6.92 crowns to the dollar. Nevertheless, 
local travel agencies have begun pre- 
paring detailed travel projects for in- 
dividual as well as group visits to the 
United States, according to the local 
press.—U. S. Embassy, Copenhagen, 





New Telephone System 
Planned by Venezuela 


Venezuela’s Minister of Communcia- 
tions is seeking advice in the United 
States on the most suitable telephone 
system for his country. A long-line sys- 
tem covering the inhabited sections of 
Venezuela would cost an estimated 300 
million bolivares (1 bolivar—US$0.30). 

Various companies in the next few 
months will be asked to make tests on 
which to base advisability of using radio 
communication between different. sec- 
tors of the country.—U. S. Embassy, 
Caracas. 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





re Books 
Reports 


The Iron and Steel Industry in Europe. 
Paris, France. Organization for Euro- 
pean Economic Cooperation, 1958. 
146 pp. $1.50. 


The demand apd supply situation for, 
the output and prices of, and the inter- 
national trade in, iron and steel prod- 
ucts, together with investment in the 
iron and steel industry during the sec- 
ond half of 1956 through the first 6 
months of 1957, form the subject mat- 
ter of this report, prepared by the 
OEEC Iron and_ Steel Committee. 
Another feature of the study is a fore- 
cast of the production and raw material 
requirements of the industry—especial- 
ly for iron ore, sinter, scrap and coke— 

in 1961. Statistical tables are included. 
’ A series of conclusions relative to the 
present problems of the industry are 
presented: Signs of change have ap- 
peared in the general economic condi- 
tions in which the iron and _ steel 
industry has to work; the problem of 
manpower supply has eased; the de- 
pendence of member nations on third 
countries for raw materials has in- 
creased; problems of increasing costs 
have caused the industry grave con- 
cern; and the industry faces the neces- 
sity for continued high-level invest- 
ment. 

The study is available from the 
OEEC Publications Office, 1346 Con- 
necticut Avenue NW., Washington 6, 
a <. 


The Elimination of Double Taxation— 
A Report of the Fiscal Committee of 
the OEEC, Paris, France. Organiza- 
tion for European Economic Coopera- 
tion, 1958. 63 pp. $1. 

Summarizing the work of the OEEC 
Fiscal Committee—established in March 
1956 by the Council of the OEEC to 
study fiscal questions relative to double 
taxation and other related matters— 
this report proposes concrete recom- 
mendations which, it states, the Coun- 
cil should adopt to facilitate the aboli- 
tion of double taxation between member 
countries, 

The report notes that the committee 
has reached agreement on the first four 
questions which it brought under study: 
Listing and defining taxes on income 
and capital—including taxes on estates 
and inheitances—which should be cov- 
ered by double taxation agreements; 
concept of permanent establishment; 
concept of fiscal domicile; and tax dis- 
crimination on grounds of nationality 
or similar grounds. 

Seven other questions are being 
studied by the committee: taxation of 
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income of shipping, inland waterways 
transport and air transport enterprises 
and their crews; taxation of remunera- 
tion in respect of dependent and inde- 
pendent personal services; taxation of 
income from immovable property; direct 
taxation of royalties; definition and 
apportionment of profits between the 
head office of an enterprise, its perman- 
ent establishments, and its subsidiaries; 
taxation of interest; and taxation of 
dividends. 

The report includes articles on taxes 
which should be covered by double tax- 


ation conventions, definitions of “per- 
manent establishment” and “fiscal 
domiclie,” and tax discrimination on 


grounds of nationality or other similar 
grounds. The committee proposes that 
these articles should be embodied in a 
“recommendation of the Council of the 
member countries inviting them to 
adopt these texts when revising exist- 
ing conventions or signing new conven- 
tions between them.” 


Agricultural Developments in Angola, 
British East Africa, Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland, and Zanzibar. U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture, Superinten- 
dent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
1958. 81 pp. 30 cents. 

Prepared by the Foreign Agricultural 
Service, this study describes how devel- 
opment programs and plans are influ- 
encing competition wfth and demand for 
U. S. farm commodities in an area 
where most farm exports are comple- 
mentary to those grown in the United 
States and where most imported prod- 
ucts are produced in the United States. 

The publication, Foreign Agriculture 
Report No. 111, parallels Agricultural 
Development Programs of Iran, Iraq, 
and Sudan, No. 112, available from the 
Superintendent of Documents at 25 
cents a copy. 


The Network of Intra European Trade 
—Trade by Product in 1957. Paris, 
France, Organization for European 
Economic Cooperation, 1958, 217 pp. 
$2.50. 

The statistical bulletins, with text 
and tables in both English and French, 
presents data showing trade by com- 
modity groups of the OEEC countries 
with Europe and the world, with the 
and the proposed 
free trade area. In addition, tables 
show the matrices of intra-European 
trade in 1957 by commodities of the 
Standard International Trade Classifi- 
cation, These matrices present, in a 
single table, value and quantity figures 
for each commodity, showing the desti- 
nation of exports, and the sources of 
imports of each country. 

The report is. available from the 
OEEC Publications Office, 1346 Con- 
necticut Avenue NW., Washington 6, 
BG 
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Annnnemnnenenrrrrr~~—r—"r——"l!™—rry 
Distribution Conference 
Report Available 


The Report of the 30th Boston 
Conference on Distribution, held 
October 20-21, is now available. 

The report contains complete 
texts of the speeches made by 
prominent business people from the 
United States as well as a number 
of foreign countries. 

Gopies at $5 each may be ordered 
from Mr. Daniel Bloomfield, Direc. 
tor, Boston Conference on Distri. 
bution, 80 Federal Street, Boston 
10, Mass. 
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Gas in Europe—Production, Availabijj. 
ties, Consumption. Paris, France, Or. 
ganization for European Economie 
Cooperation, 1958. 146 pp. $2. 

One of the series, Trends in Economie 
Sectors, this report covers the period 
1954-56 and presents forecasts up to 
1960.- Certain economic considerations 
underlying the gas industry in the 
OEEC area, and the present position 
and possible lines of development of the 
industry, are outlined. In addition, the 
study presents an account of the gas 
sector in the economics of the specific 
OEEC member countries. Tables and 
charts showing, among other thi 
gas production, consumption, and 
tribution are included. 

The study, by the OEEC Gas Com- 
mittee, is available at the OEEC Pub- 
lications Office, 1346 Connecticut Ave 
nue NW, Washington 6, D. C. 


Economic Development of Overseas 
Countries and Territories Associated 
with OEEC Member Countries, Paris, 
France, Organization for European 
Economic Cooperation, 1958. 271 pp. 
$3.50. 

This report takes stock of the prog- 
ress of economic development in the 
overseas countries and territories asso 
ciated with certain member countries 
of the OEEC, 

Production, exports and imports, bal- 
ance of payments, investment, and 
economic progress are discussed for 
each group of territories and countries. 
A number of tables and maps are it 
cluded together with a list of official 
publications used as sources, 

The report is available from the 
Organization for European Economi¢ 
Cooperation, Publications Office, 134 
Connecticut Avenue NW., Washington 
6, D. C. 





Turkey's cotton exports in 1957-8 
are estimated at 115,000 bales (5@ 
pounds gross), only about half the 
1956-57 exports of 224,000 bales, at 
cording to the Foreign Agricultural 
Service. 
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Travel Survey Updated 
By New Supplement 


Basic information on the size, ex- 
tent, arid characteristics of the market 
for foreign travel by Americans, and 
the contributions their expenditures 
make to foreign economies, is included 
in United States Participation in Inter- 
national ‘Travel, a 1958 supplement to 
the Survey of International Travel pub- 
lished by the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce in 1956. The new supplement 
brings previously pyblished material up 
to date and includes a number of new 
tables for 1957. 

The booklet incorporates in one vol- 
ume the available statistics on foreign 
travel from agencies of the U. S. Gov- 
emment. Estimates of total dollar ex- 
penditures, expenditures in selected 
countries, and average expenditures 
have been provided by the Office of 
Business Economics. In cooperation 
with the Office of International Travel, 
the Office of Business Economics has 
also compiled data important in travel 
market research. 


Tables have been included to show 


“seasonal patterns of travel, with esti- 


mates of length of stay by weekly pe- 
rods, purposes of travel, class of 
accommodation used on ships and 
planes,“use of all-expense tours, and 
trtain combinations of these charac- 
teristics, Material indicating some char- 
acteristics of travel to the Caribbean 
area and-Cuba on a seasonal basis also 
hasbeen provided. An important inno- 
vation, publication of a table reconciling 
data of the U. S. Immigra- 
fin and Naturalization Service with 
the Office of Business Economics’ esti- 
mate“of U. S. resident travelers going 
Werseas, is aimed at removing confu- 
sion in previous data. 
Statistics from the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service that .were ob- 
tained show- total departures by first 
tion. 
Improved statistics of the Passport 
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Office, Department of State, contribute 
the most comprehensive material for 
analysis of personal characteristics of 
travelers. The traditional passport data 
on age, sex, occupation, and purpose of 
travel of the passport applicants have 
been supplemented by tables showing 
the metropolitan area of residence of 
travelers, and a tabulation of leading 
States of residence by foreign region of 
destination. 

The supplement includes, for the first 
time, travel statistics from foreign of- 
ficial sources. Canadian Government 
statistics have been employed to fill 
gaps in travel data prepared by UV. S. 
Government agencies, particularly to 
show the extent of automobile travel 
by Americans to Canada and by Cana- 
dians to the United States. In addition 
—to supply as much information as 
possible on travel by Americans, much 
of which would not appear in U. S. 
travel statistics—selected data from 
the United Nations Yearbook, together 
with explanatory notes, are included. 


[] United States Participation in 
International Travel. 1958 Supple- 
ment to Survey of International 
Travel With Revised Data Through 
1957. 44 pp. 20 cents. 





BFC Publications 
Checklist Available 


A complete checklist, by country, 
of all World Trade Information re- 
ports of current value published since 
the inception of this Service in No- 
vember 1954 through June 1958 was 
contained in the July 21, 1958, issue 
of Foreign Commerce Weekly. 

This useful reference tool (which 
also lists books, pamphlets, and_peri- 
odicals published by BFC) has been 
reprinted as a separate report.and is 
obtainable from BFC and from U. S. 
Department. of Commerce Field Of- 
fices upon request, at no charge. 

















Six New WTIS Reports 
Are Now Available 


Foreign traders, investors, manufac- 
turers, and researchers will find valu- 
able information in the reports pub- 
lished by the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce in the World Trade Information 
Service. 

These reports contain data gathered 
by U. S. Foreign Service posts through- 
out the world and analyzed, correlated, 
and supplemented by BFC country an- 
alysts and specialists. 


[_] Production Development Law of 
Panama. WTI/S, part 1, No. 58-74, 
8 pp. 10 cents. 


This report is an unofficial transla- 
tion of Law 25 of February 7, 1957, 
“Sobre Fomento de la Produccion,” 
Panama’s Production Development Law, 
which superceded Decree Law No. 12 of 
May 10, 1950. 

According to this publication, “this 
legislation is designed to attract and 
encourage the investment of capital in 
the exploitation of natural resources, 
agricultural activities, stock . raising, 
fisheries, and other economically fea- 
sible industries. In exchange for cer- 
tain concessions, such as agreeing to 
utilize domestic resources and labor 
eand selling in the domestic market at 
prices which may be determined, a firm 
engaging in an activity approved by 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Commerce 
and Industries may be granted conces- 
sions such as exoneration from the 
payment of import duties on: raw 
materials, fuel, and equipment and from 
the payment of income and certain other 
taxes on sales outside the country for 
a period of up to 15 years.” 


[] Basic Data on the Economy of 
Singapore. WTI/S, part 1, No. 58-75. 
16 pp. 10 cents. 

A description of Singapore’s geog- 
raphy, climate, population, form of gov- 
ernment, language, religion, education, 
the ‘“Emergency,” and Government rep- 
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resentation are given in this report. 
Major subjects treated are agriculture, 
fisheries, industry, power, utilities, 
transportation, communications, and 
finance, 

A discussion of Singapore’s foreign 
trade, its pattern of distribution, its 
commercial policy and controls, includes 
a detailed section on trade with the 
United States supplemented by statis- 
tical data. The report points out that 
“the trade of Malaya with the United 
States is characterized by large exports 
of raw materials, consisting almost en- 
tirely of rubber and tin, and imports. of 
a wide variety of goods, of which 
machinery and vehicles, chemicals, tex- 
tiles, petroleum products, and canned 
food are the most important.” 

General guidelines of Singapore’s 5- 
year economic development plan are 
presented. After a thorough discussion 
of marketing procedures and trade prac- 
tices, the report ends with a bibliog- 


raphy listing publications containing 
additional economic information on 
Singapore. 


[] Living Conditions in Bolivia. 


WTIS, part 2, No. 58-68. 7 pp. 10 
cents. 
This report supersedes “Travelers’ 


Baggage Regulations of Bolivia,” WTIS, 
part 2, No. 56-41, issued in 1956. 

It discusses customs treatment of 
personal, household, and other effects, 
as well as visitors’ automobiles; ex- 
plains precautions to be taken from the 
point of view of health and sanitation; 
and describes the situation in Bolivia 
with respect to medical _ services, 
churches and schools, recreation, and 
transportation and communications, 

Important data are included on the 
availability and cost of housing and 
housefurnishings, food, clothing, miscel- 
laneous supplies and _ services, and 
domestic help. 


[] Total Export and Import Trade 
of the United States, January-July 
1958 (and August exports). WT/S, 
part 3, No. 58-36. 12 pp. 20 cents. 
This monthly report presents statis- 


tics on U. S. exports and imports per-, 


tinent to an evaluation of current trends 
in foreign trade. Its 10 tables give the 
following information: Value of ex- 
ports, imports, and balance of merchan- 
dise trade; indexes of quantity, unit 
value, and value of total merchandise 
exports and imports; value and indexes 
of exports and imports, by economic 
classes; exports, by commodity groups 
and principal commodities; imports, by 
commodity groups and principal com- 
modities; exports, imports, and balance 
of trade, by areas and continents; ex- 
ports, including reexports, by leading 
countries and areas; general imports, 
by leading countries and areas; balance 
of trade with selected areas and lead- 
ing countries; U. S. trade with the 
Soviet bloc countries. 
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[] Trade of the United States With 
Latin America, annual 1956 and 
1957, quarterly April 1957 
through June 1958. WTI/S, part 3, 
No. 58-37. 4 pp. 20 cents. 

This report presents a statistical sum- 
mary of the United States trade with 
Latin America. Table 1 shows yearly 
total values together with correspond- 
ing percentages of the VU, S. totals for 
export and import trade with the 20 
American Republics as well as with all 
of Latin America. Totals by individual 
countries for the years 1956 and 1957 
and for the quarters from April 1957 
through June 1958 are in this table; 
commodity data for the same recent 
periods appear in tables 2 and 3. 


[] Contribution of Imports to U. S. 
Food Supplies, 1957, and Com- 
parisons with 1953-56. WTIS, part 
3, No. 58-38. 4 pp. 20 cents. 

This statistical presentation consists 
of 2 tables and 3 charts, Annual ratios 
of imports to total supplies made avail- 
able in the United States from both 
domestic production and foreign sources 
are shown in table 1 for the period 
1953-57. The 77 foodstuffs covered hy 
these ratios represented nearly 98 per- 
cent of total U. S. food imports in those 
years. Table 1 also shows for each item 
the quantity and value of imports in 
1957 and the percentage imported from 
each of the principal supplying coun- 
tries. 

The composition of food imports by 
commodity groups is presented in table 
2 and in the chart entitled “Imports of 
Foodstuffs, by Commodity, 1957.” In 
addition, for each of these groups, table 
2 shows the degree of coverage by the 
data in table 1. The historical record of 
foodstuffs imports is depicted in another 
chart, which shows actual values and 
percentages of total U. S. imports since 
1900 and values in constant 1947-49 
dollars annually from the late 1940’s. 


WTIS Reports Obtainabk 
On Subscription Basis 


Subscribers to parts 1, 2, and 3 of th 
World Trade Information Service mai. 
tained by the Bureau of Foreign Com. 
merce receive individual reports ¢op. 
taining the kinds of information liste 
below. 


Part 1, Economic Reports. $6 , 
year ($9.75 to foreign address). 


Information, by country, such ag ap. 
nual reviews of developments in e¢p. 
nomic sectors; reports presenting basie 
data on the economy; publications deal. 
ing with establishing businesses abroad; 
foreign laws and regulations affecting 
trade and investment; reports on trang. 
portation and transport facilities anj 
on other utilities; reviews of industrial 
development, 


Part 2, Operations Reports, $6, 
year ($11 to foreign address), 

Reports, by country, on preparing 
shipments; licensing and exchange cop 
trols; marking and labeling require. 
ments; pharmaceutical regulations; na 
ture of import tariff system; patent 
and trademark regulations; living cost 
and conditions; other operational infor 
mation, : 


Part 3, Statistical Reports. $6 ¢ 
year ($8.50 to foreign address). 

Foreign trade of the particular cou- 
try (annual); quarterly world trade 
reviews; monthly data on total & 
port and import trade of the Unite 
States; trade of the United States with 
about 10 major countries or areas (in 
dividual annual reports); quarterly m 
ports on United States trade witn ms 
jor world areas; and miscellaneow 
statistical data. 








World Trade Information Service Order Form 
at. 3 ly Swen Ge asnsinguitoncnnasinne individual WTIS reports 
checked on the above list. 

Also enclosed is $...............0000+ for which please enter my subscription for 
the following part(s) of the WTIS. ' 

(] Part 1—Economic Reports. $6 a year ($ 9.75 to foreign address}, 
[] Part 2—Operations Reports. $6 a year ($11.00 to foreign address} 
[] Part 3—Statistical Reports. $6 a yea ($ 8.50 to foreign address), 
BIR. coosercesscrsees oa ~ oe 
Address............ poseeeboscessnscesosens come 
a yuinbuingteds eee 1) seit MID ici ccontsnsies State. .........+csm 


Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check # 
money order payable to the Superintendent of Documents. 
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GATT Contracting... 
~. (Continued from page 4) 


report by the end of 1959, to be consid- 
ered by the contracting parties in 1960. 


Surplus Disposal Review Continued 


As at previous sessions, the contract- 
ing parties discussed the experience 
ynder a resolution adopted in 1955 to 
e caution in the disposal of 
agricultural surpluses and adequate 
consultation with countries whose com- 
mercial markets might be adversely 
affected. While general satisfaction was 
with the efforts being made 
by the United States to dispose of its 
surpluses without seriously impairing 
the trade of others, concern was still 
over the impaet of the ex- 
tensive U. S. disposal programs on the 
fade interest of other agricultural 
exporting countries. It was agreed that 
the matter would be kept before the 
contracting parties. 


himary Commodity Trade Reviewed 


The importance of trade in primary 
wmmodities to many contracting par- 
fies, in particular the less-developed 
countries, has led to an annual review 
of trends and developments in such 
trade by the contracting parties. To 
darify the contracting parties’ role in 
matters of commodity trade, as against 
that of the United Nations’ CICT and 
other commodity organizations, the 
contracting parties agreed in the course 
of this: year’s review that future re- 
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views should be directed toward a bet- 
fer understanding of the impact of 
commodity probleris upon world trade 
in general. They also agreed that any 
ither activities in respect to commodity 
problems should be precisely related 
to the contracting parties’ competence 
and responsibilities. 

Ide Policy Problems Considered 


The contracting parties considered 
several specific trade policy problems. 
Although no progress could be reported 
othe reduction of a French stamp tax 
® payments of custom duties, the 
French delegate announced that gov- 
emment regulations to further the 
mechanization of agriculture had been 
changed to remove discrimination 
against imported machinery. The con- 
tracting parties received reports on the 
progress of consultations regarding 
Italian regulations that allegedly dis- 
timinate against imports of agricul- 
tual machinery and steel plates for 
shipbuilding. The Netherlands again 
complained that the import restrictions 
® certain dairy products maintained 
ty the United States impairs a conces- 
on obtained under the General Agree- 
ment. The contracting parties author- 
wed the Netherlands to restrict the 
Mports of U. S. flour to 60,000 metric 
tons during the year 1959, as compensa- 
ton for that impairment. An expert 
tunel considering subsidized éxports of 
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wheat and flour by France recognized 
the future possibility of injury from 
such exports. The panel recommended 
that France consider revising its ex- 
port procedure and suggested that 
France have prior consultations with 
Australia when exporting to traditional 
Australian markets in Southeast Asia. 


Waiver Reports Examined 


The contracting parties received and 
examined reports on waivers of Gen- 
eral Agreement obligations granted at 
previous sessions. The United States re- 
ported on import controls maintained 
under section 22 of the Agricultural 
Adjustment Act. Such controls are im- 
posed as necessary to prevent imports 
from materially interfering with price 
support or other agricultural programs. 
Belgium reported on its waiver, under 
which it has undertaken to eliminate 
progressively the restrictions main- 
tained under the waiver and to remove 
all such controls by 1962. Belgium was 
again urged to hasten the elimination 
of these restrictions. Italy, Austria, the 
U. K., France, and Germany also re- 
ported on waivers granted to them. 

The contracting parties agreed to 
hold their next session in Geneva in 
May 1959, and to accept the invita- 
tion of Japan to meet in Tokyo in Octo- 
ber 1959. 





New Monetary... 


(Continued from page 7) 

tinued emphasis on export trade promo- 
tion, shown by the organization of the 
Export Working Group (FOPEX) and 
its success in obtaining some relief from 
bureaucratic paper work as well as by 
recent liberalization of exchange re- 
ceipts from many exportable products, 
some interest has been revived by man- 
ufacturers and exporters in seeking 
foreign markets. 


British Balance . . . 


(Continued from page 5) 
Until recently, countries in foreign ex- 
change difficulties were almost invari- 


ably short of dollars. Now, however, 
their trade gap is no longer so likely to 
be with the dollar area, the status of 
other currencies has risen, and the dol- 
lar is not regarded as the only currency 
suitable for adding to exchange re- 
serves. From these changes sterling, 
along with other-currencies such as the 
D-mark, has materially benefited, 


Industrial Production Down 


The seasonally adjusted index of in- 
dustrial-production in August showed a 
decline to 133-134 (1948—100). This 
compared with 135 in July, and 138 in 
August 1957. The August production 
level was therefore over 3 percent down 
compared with the year before. Fears 
that the decline might acclerate, how- 
ever, lessened. 


The September steel production fig- 
ures were less discouraging than those 
of the preceding few months, Although 
a month does not necessarily indicate 
a trend, September production was not 
merely up sharply compared with Au- 
gust, in accordance with the normal 
seasonal trend, but was only 12 percent 
below September last year; August had 
been 20 percent down. 


Auto Boom Continues 


The output of passenger cars in Sep- 
tember was 102,247—6 percent above 
the figure for September 1957. Although 
the rate of expansion has fallen sharp- 
ly—production for the first 9 months 
of the year was nearly 30 percent high- 
er in 1958 than in 1957—the industry 
still appears fairly confident, according 


to press reports.—U. S. Embassy, Lon- 
don, 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





Sudan Has Market for 


7 Million Shoes Yearly 


The Sudan now has a market for ap- 
proximately 7. million pairs of shoes a 
year. 

Nearly 80 percent of the shoes are 
imported, and the remainder are pro- 
duced in the Sudan. The potential mar- 


ket, however, is much larger. If the 
shoes were available and could be mar- 
keted in rural areas, the shoe sales 
probably would be doubled. 

Annual leather-footwear production 
totals about 620,000 pairs of leather 
sandals and slippers. Khartoum has the 
only modern shoe factory, which pro- 
duces about 120,000 pairs of leather 
sandals a year, in addition to canvas- 
rubber types. Cottage industries make 
an additional 500,000 pairs of leather 
sandals yearly. 

Leather footwear imports in 1957 to- 
taled 820,251 pairs of sandals valued at 
S£587,457 (1 Sudanese pound = US$2.872) 
and 634,501 pairs of leather slippers 
valued at S£78,940. Comparable 1956 
imports were 671,222 pairs of shoes 
valued at S£481,985 and 391,530 pairs 
of slippers valued at S£56,467. 

Chief suppliers of leather sandal im- 
ports in the past 2 years were Egypt, 
India, Czechoslovakia. Malaya supplied 
a majority of the leather slipper im- 
ports. 





Retail Prices Low 


Retail prices for shoes are relatively 
low. Leather sandals for men retail at 
S£1. Imported plastic shoes have been 
selling at 79 piasters, but when local 
manufacture begins—and machinery to 
do this has been ordered—they will be 
sold at 49 piasters. Plastic shoes are 
expected to be popular with Sudanese 
women who are unable to buy any lo- 
cally produced semidress shoes. The 
price of shoes manufactured by local 





Japanese Cut Coal Output 
To Prevent Larger Stocks 


The Japan Coal Association announced 
that its members, Japan’s 18 major coal 
producers, would curtail production in 
the second half the fiscal year of 1958— 
October to March 1959—in an effort 
to control the rapid accumulation of 
coal stocks. 

The smaller producers already had 
revised their production schedules and 
had closed a number of mines, 

The net result of this move is ex- 
pected to be a 13-percent cut in the 
originally planned output of 56 million 
metric tons for fiscal 1958—U. S. 
Embassy, Tokyo. 
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cottage industries varies from S£1.20 
for a man’s leather slipper with a crepe 
sole down to 45 piasters for a leather 
slipper with a thin leather sole. Most 
shoes of the cottage industries are poor- 
ly made and are good only for wearing 
around the house. 


Larger Market Expected 


With a population in the Sudan of 
11 million persons and indications that 
the population is increasing at the rate 
of 3 percent a year, a growing market 
for shoes is foreseen. As the country 
has developed in the past few years, 
the standard of living has risen slightly. 
—U. S. Embassy, Khartoum. 


German Photo Goods 
Output Off Slightly 


West German production of photo- 
graphic products in the first half of 
this year was slightly less than the 
amount in the comparable 1957 period, 
according to the Business and Defense 
Services Administration, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

Total production in the first 6 months 
amounted to 287,451,000 German marks, 
compared with 288,823,000 marks for 
that period in 1957 (1 mark = US$0.238). 

Still-camera production in the first 
half of 1958 was officially reported to 
total 1,506,225, valued at 120,402,000 
marks, an 8.7-percent increase in quan- 
tity, but a 3.4-percent drop in value 
compared with the corresponding half 
of 1957. 

A decline was registered in the pro- 
duction value of lenses, camera bodies 
without lenses, and all types of motion- 
picture projectors. Duplicating equip- 
ment, slide projectors and viewers, and 
enlargers, however, recorded increases. 





Proposal Made for New 
Pulp Mill in Finland 


Establishment of a new pulp mill has 
been proposed in North Karelia, Fin- 
land. 

The plant, which would be built at 
an estimated cost of 7.5 billion Finnish 
marks, would have an annual capacity 
of 80,000 metric tons of bleached sulfate 
pulp (320 Finnish marks—US$1), 


Total raw material needs are esti- 
nated as follows: 225,000 cubic meters 
partially barked birch, 15,000 cubic 


meters plywood factory waste, 183,000 
cubic meters pine and spruce pulpwood, 
and 280,000 cubic meters sawmill waste. 


Based on preliminary estimates of the 
raw material available, production could 
be expanded eventually from 80,000 to 
150,000 metric tons annually.—U. S. 
Embassy, Helsinki. 
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Korea Plans Export 


Of Fish, Farm Items 


The Korean Office of Marine Supply 
and the Ministry of Agriculture hay 
set as their export goals for the firgtg 
months of 1959, 6,300 tons of marine 
and agricultural products valued at § 
million. 


Among the fish products programe 
are fresh fish, 2,000 metric tons; driej 
cuttlefish, 2,000; dried shrimp, 10); 
frozen shrimp, 50; dried anchovy, 100; 
dried oysters, 80; canned fish meat, 300: 
slated fish, 30; laver, 100; pearl essence 
2; agar-agar, 200. 

Agricultural plans contemplate ‘th 
export of 4,870 tons of apples, 3,000 tong 
of pears, 50,000 pounds each of menthd 
crystals and peppermint oil, and 132. 
230 pounds of raw silk. 

Information on Korean firms dealing 
in these commodities is contained fn the 
trade list entitled, Business Firms-Re 
public of Korea. This list and other ip 
formation relating to trade with the Re 
public of Korea is available through th 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S, De 
partment of Commerce, Washington § 
a. 'S. 


Denmark Well Supplied 
With Domestic Fruit 


Denmark’s 1958 fruit crop is mud 





,Jarger than that of the past year, 


Commercial apple ‘production is est- 
mated at 110,000 metric tons, or I 
percent more than in 1957, The quality 
of the apple crop is reported rather 
high as damage from fungi, pests, ani 
insects has been reduced this year 
Outlets for this crop apparently are od 
concern to Danish apple growers. Asa 
result of fewer export outlets and the 
larger apple crop, prices are expected 
to be substantially lower than in th 


* past year. 


Output of all other fruit, including 
pears, plums, cherries, and various types 
of berries, also has been larger that 
in 1957.—U. S, Embassy, Copenaat 


Transportation Notes ... 
(Continued from page 24) 
percent reduction in freight rates @ 
cotton textiles from the western por 
of India to Europe and the Unité 
Kingdom, Effective November 5, 19% 
the rate is 230 shillings, the equivalent 
of $18.2, a ton, or 40 cubic feet.—U.8 

Embassy, New Delhi. 





U. S. exports of domestic and foreligt 
merchandise in September, excludit 
special category commodities, wet 
valued at $1,210.9 million, according # 
the Census Bureau. 
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Austrian Production 


Of Films Steady 


The Austrian motion-picture industry 
introduced 29 feature films in 1957, in- 
cluding 3 produced jointly with West 
German and Swiss firms, and 45 short 
subjects. This amount was about equal 
io the number produced in 1956. 
of feature films into Austria 
in 1957 totaled 484, of which 221 were 
J, §. productions, compared with a 
yal of 492 in 1956 including 227 U. S. 
films. About 116 feature films were im- 
ported from West Germany in 1957, 
compared with 122 in 1956; 51 French 
features were imported in 1957 com- 
with 59 in 1956. Other important 
of feature films to the Aus- 
tan market were Great Britain—4l 
features in 1957 and 25 in 1956—and 
Italy—28 in 1957 and 38 in 1956. 
A dyear agreement with West Ger- 
many was signed in 1957, providing for 
mannual quota of 24 Austrian features 
io be exhibited in West Germany and 
shout 120 West German films to be 
shown in Austria. Under a new agree- 
ment with Mexico, Mexican and Aus- 
iran films are to be exchanged at a 
ratio of one to one. Earnings of Aus- 
tian films in West Germany and 
France are reported as satisfactory dur- 
ing the past year; however, Austrian 
films shown in Italy did not bring the 
expected results. 
The Austrian motion-picture indus- 
ty is trying to develop new markets 
for its productions. At the initiative of 
the Austrian Government, the producers 
ad exporters organized a film export 
company, UniAustria, to promote the 
aport of Austrian films. In 1957, a 
number of Austrian films were sold to 
European countries, the Near East, and 
the United States. 





Venezuelan Firm To Export 
Tunatish in Joint Venture 


Venezuela's most modern = sardine 
camery, Productos Mar C. A., is in the 
process of investing in a joint Venezue- 
laJapanese tuna fishing and canning 
venture. 

It is believed the Japanese are fur- 
lishing two boats and Productos Mar 
its plant facilities near Cumana, Ven- 
tala, although details are not yet avail- 
thle, The new firm will fish and pack 
{ima for both domestic and export mar- 
kets—U. S. Embassy, Caracas. 


British Camera Output Up 


British manufacturers of still-picture 
aeras made deliveries in the first 
Marter of this year valued at £387,000, 
COmpared. with £336,000 in that quarter 
#1957, an increase of 15.2 percent, the 

and Defense Services Admin- 
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istration, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, reports. 

The 1958 figure, however, is 12.8 per- 
cent lower than deliveries made in the 
first 3 months of 1956 (£1=US$2.80). 


Motion-Picture Attendance 
In Sao Paulo. Shows Drop 


Attendance at motion-picture theaters 
in the State of Sao Paulo, Brazil, de- 
clined in 1957, totaling 110,570,295 per- 
sons of which over half—56,591,167— 
was accounted for by theaters in the 
city of Sao Paulo, the State’s Statistical 
Department reports. 

Theater attendance in the city of Sao 
Paulo in 1957 was approximately 2 mil- 
lion less than that registered in 1956, 
whereas attendance in other cities 
throughout the State was 733,000 less 
than the 1956 total. Statistics were 
compiled from information obtained 
from 777 motion-picture exhibitors 
throughout the State of Sao Paulo. 

No reason for the decline in attend- 
ance was presented by the State Statis- 
tical Department, however, attendance 
apparently has been influenced by the 
increased use of television in that area 


as well as higher admission prices 
charged in 1957, 


Fair Briefs... 


(Continued from page 21) 


The Republic of Korea has announced 
that it will participate in the California 
International Trade Fair and Industrial 
Exposition in Los Angeles, April 1-12, 
1959. One thousands square feet of 
space will be used to exhibit handicraft 
products, brassware, lacquerware, glass- 
ware, porcelain, and products made 
from glass.—U. S. Embassy, Seoul. 











A limited number of exposition regu- 
lations and applications for space for the 
1959 Offenbach International Leather 
Goods Fair, to be held February 28- 
March 5, are available from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. The 
fair was scheduled originally for March 
1-6, 1959, as announced in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, November 10, page 21. 

Requests for additional information 
and completed applications for space 
should be directed to the Offenbacher 
Messe Gesellschaft mbH, Kaiserstrasse 


110, Offenbach, Germany.—U, S. Con- 


sulate General, Frankfurt. 





Copies of the regulations for foreign 
exhibitors at the 28th Poznan Interna- 
tional Fair, June 7-21, 1959, are avail- 
able from the Trade Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 


ington 25, D. C.—U. S. Embassy, War- 
saw. 


COMMODITY NEWS 


Japanese Outlook in 
lron and Steel Dull 


Recovery in the Japanese iron and 
steel industry in the second half of the 
fiscal year which began April 1, 1958, 
appears gloomy, retiecting a continuing 
recession in all fields. , 

Iron and steel production in the first 
half of the. fiscal year was some 13 
percent higher than estimated, but this 
output reportedly was attributed to pro- 


ducers not staying within production 
schedules, 


The Japanese Ministry of Interna- 
tional Trade and Industry (MITT), in 
revyjsing its annual estimates of iron 
and steel demand, now foresees domestic 
requirements for ordinary rolled steel 
products only slightly higher in the last 
half of fiscal 1958 than in the first 
half. Total annual domestic demand 
for these products is expected to be 
10 percent less than originally antici- 
pated. 

‘The Ministry hopes export demand 
will increase by as much as 23 percent, 
bringing the annual total to 47 percent 
above the original estimates. 

Production of rolled steel products is 
expected to decline only slightly from 
actual results in the first half of fiscal 
1958 but to be 12.6 percent below the 
original estimate. 

Annual production of these products 
is now set at 8,843,000 metric tons. 

Demand for imported steel products 
will continue to be small. 

Stocks, which MITT gives at 963,000 
tons at the end of September—47 per- 
cent higher than on April 1—are ex- 
pected to remain about the same.—vU. S. 
Embassy, Tokyo. 


Finnish Wood Pulp Firm 
To Expand Production 


Expansion plans of Oulu Oy, in Fin- 
land, will soon increase and impreve 
wood pulp productive capacity substan- 
tially, according to the firm’s manage- 
ment, 

The company’s plans will include con- 
struction of a bleaching plant, enlarge- 
ment of its present chlorine factory and 
of its annual chemical pulp capacity by 
70,000 metric tons. 

When expansion is completed, prob- 
ably in summer of 1960, the plant’s 
total sulfate pulp production will be 
83,000 metric tons of unbleached pulp 
45,000 tons of semibleached pulp, and 
86,000 tons of fully bleached pulp. 

This plant’s production in 1957 was 
49,193 tons of bleached sulfate and 
119,000 tons of unbleached sulfate pulp. 
—U. S. Embassy, Helsinki. 








Cornflakes have been exempted from 
import duty in the Mexican free zones 
of Lower California and northwest 
Sonora. 
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U. S. Firm Gets ICA 
Investment Guaranty 


A guaranty of convertibility of up to 
$460,000 has been purchased by the 
Otis Elevator Company of New York 
from the International Cooperation Ad- 
ministration in connection with an add- 
ed investment it is making in India, the 
Department of State has announced. 

The guaranty covers the convertibil- 
ity of its investment back into U. S. 
dollars in event of its sale for Indian 
rupees and also assures the converti- 
bility of long-term rupee earnings on 
the investment. 

The company has long been associat- 
ed with Otis Elevator Company Private 
Ltd., in the installation and mainte- 
nance of elevators and_ escalators 
throughout India. The Indian firm has 
recently issued new capital stock for 
the purpose of establishing manwac- 


Public Law 480 Pact _ 
Signed With Pakistan 


Conclusion of an agreement with the 
Government of Pakistan for the sale 
to that country of $82 million worth of 
agricultural commodities for Pakistan 
rupees under Title I of P. L, 480 was 
announced by the Secretary of Agri- 
culture on November 26. 


The sales are to include approximate- 
ly 31 million bushels of wheat, 1 mil- 
lion bags of rice, 44 million pounds of 
vegetable oils, 5,000 bales of cotton, and 
$150,000 worth of dairy products, pri- 
marily nonfat dry milk. 

The rupees resulting from these sales 
are earmarked 28 percent for various 
U. S. uses authorized in the law, 15 
percent for loans to private enterprise 
through the Export-Import Bank of 
Washington, and 57 percent for use by 
the Government of Pakistan for eco- 
nomic development. Fifteen of the 57 
percent will be in the form of a grant 
and 42 in the form of a loan, 





turing capacity in a plant in Bombay 
and the New York firm now is purchas- 
ing with dollars an additional block of 
the new stock. Only this new invest- 
ment is covered by the ICA guaranty, 

The new Bombay plant will con- 
tribute substantially to the elevator 
manufacturing capacity of India and 
thus reduce imports into the South 
Asian nation. The American’ investor 
intends to supply the Bombay plant 
with the latest production techniques 
applicable to its industry. 

The Government of India and the 
Government of the United States 
signed an investment guaranty agree- 
ment several months ago which per- 
mits ICA, under authority of Congress, 
to sell investment guaranties for con- 
vertibility of local currency receipts to 
American private business wishing to 
invest in the Republic of India. 


Mexico’s 1958 corn crop is expected 
to set an alltime record of about 195 
million bushels, which would exceed 
the 1957 crop by 20 percent and the 
1950-54 average by 38 percent, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 


——$— 


Hearings Set on Imports 
Of Glassware, Leather 


The U. S. Tariff Commission hag ap. 
nounced hearing dates in two of its in 
vestigations under the escape clause 
handmade glassware (No. 72) and Calf 
and Kip Leather (No. 73). 

Investigations were instituted under 
the authority of section 7 of the Trad 
Agreements Extension Act of 1951, a 
amended, to determine whether imports 
of such products are coming into th 
U. S. in such quantities as to cause o 
threaten serious injury to domestic pr 
ducers. 

The hearings on handmade glassware 
will be held on January 27, 1959, and 
that on calf and kip leather is sche 
uled for February 17, 1959. Both hear. 
ings will be at the Tariff Commission 
Building, Washington, D. C., beginning 

_ at 10:00 a.m. Persons desiring to par 
ticipate should notify the Secretary d 
the Tariff Commission in writing at 
least 3 days in advance of the hearing 
dates. 








Foreign Commerce Weekly 


Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for Foreign Commerce Weekly at 
$4.50 a year ($3.25 additional for foreign mailing.) 
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